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ALBANIA 


VIOLATION OF PARTY NORMS, DISUNITY DEPLORED 
Tirana RRUGA E PARTISE in Albanian No 6, Jun 79 pp 99-108 


{Article vy Jorgji Sota: "Let Us Ideologically and Politically Understand 
the Principles and Norms of the Party and Let Us Implement Them With a 
Revolutionary Spirit"; passages between slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] The party's past and present struggle to implement the decisions 

of the Seventh Party Congress--decisions which have been examined and further 
enriched by the Central Committee plenums and in Comrade Enver Hoxha's 
important speeches after the congress--the comprehensive work achieved 

by the party in all fields, especially in the front of education and the 
class struggle for the ideological and revolutionary tempering of the com- 
munists and the masses, for further revolutionizing the entire life of the 
country, and the continuous party concern for strengthening the proletarian 
character of its ranks and of the ranks of the leading organs for extending 
the Line of the masses and for developing initiative and independent 
action--all these, by further revolutionizing the party itself, have raised 
the leading role cf the party to a higher level. This has been and remains 
one of the decisive factors giving our party the spirit, force, compact- 
ness, vitality and great revolutionary potentiality so necessary to confront 
the very great and complicated tasks on its road for the implementation 

and promotion of the revolution and socialist construction under the condi- 
tions of the encirclement, the savage blockade and comprehensive pressure 
of the imperialists and revisionists. Nevertheless, the issue of further 
strengthening the leading role of the party and its continual revolution- 
ization remains a vital and permanent task which, as stressed by Comrade 
Enver hoxha, can be solved only "by the proper knowledge of the deep 
philosophical understanding and rigorous and revolutionary implementation 
of Marxist-Leninist principles, that guide our party, and of Leninist norms 
that regulate the life of the party and the communists" (Enver Hoxha, 
Reports and speeches 1967-1968, p 22.) 





The leading and undivided role of the party in the whole country, demo- 
cratic centralism, internal democracy and discipline, unity of thought and 
of action, criticism and self-criticism, collegiality, the line of the 

















masses, intelligence, conspiracy and so forth represent some of the basic 
principles and norms of the party. In general, they are the distinctive 
characteristics of the new type party, they are based on Marxist-Leninist 
ideology and have as their chief characteristics the building and func- 
tioning of the party and the regulation of al] relations within the party, 
between the communists and basic [party] organizations, between the grass- 
roots and the leadership, as well as, outside its ranks, between the conm- 
munists and the nonparty masses. 


Our party has never considered these principles and norms as an aim in 
itself, aor as simple administrative formulas and rules. Their effective 
implementation is an organic part of the entire educational, »bilizing, 
organizational and leading activity of the party. It stands in unity with 
the party's line and ideology and serves as a supporting base for their 
implementation. 


There cannot be any correct Marxist-Leninist leadership apart from principles 
and norms. Without rigorous adherence to all known norms of the party, 
starting with dewocratic centralism, internal democracy, criticism and 
self-criticism, the broad policy of the masses and so forth, Comrade Enver 
Hoxha teaches us, no correct political and ideclogical directive and deci- 
sion can be properly perfected and impleme.ited, nor is it possible to have 
correct relations in the bosom of the party. 


The experience of the international communist movement has proven over the 
decades that any underestimation or formal implementation of Marxist- 
Leninist principles and trample Marxist-Leninist principles and norms and 
their efforts to replace them with bourgeois principles und norms. The 
putschist and sabotaging elements did every thing in their power to create 
the opinion that the party norms did not have to be considered. They 
themselves trampled on party discipline and even encouraged the others to 
do sc, and not to fulfill their tasks, not to participate regularly in 

the basic organization and not to report to it, co retaliate against those 
who criticized them and so forth. As a result, the lead'ng role and 
revolutionary spirit were weakened in certain basic organizations and party 
committees; party vigilance and control were reduced; internal democracy 
was violated with arrogance and authority, the rights of the members and 
of the party organizations were trampled under foot. 


Violation and distortion of principles and of norms are not only the result 
of hostile activities, but also an expression of the negligence observed 
when directives are not implemented to the very end, when decisions are 

not taken and tasks not assigned, when the requirement of reporting on 

the fulfillment of the given tasks and decisions is weakened and when the 
control over the execution of these decisions is neglected. Such atti- 
tudes, along with the ideological pressure of the enemies and the “stains" 
of the past, nurtured in their awareness, are one of the main reasons for 
the rise of the manifestation of liberalism in the party. Life has proven 
that in the party organization, in which there is no feeling of complete 
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responsibillty with regard to the understanding and implementing of the 
party norms, where discipline and the requirement of reporting On Cin 
execution of the tasks are weak and where crit ism and self-—criticiss 

of work shortcomings and those of the comrade e weal, the tdeological 
influence and pressure of foreign and domestic enemies find a more favor- 
able ground and liberal concepts and attitudes make their nest. And, it 
is also tree that such concepts and attitudes, if they are not fought but 
are left to grow and fatten, with indifference and conformism at their 
foundation, are changed from the result into the reason for expanding the 
misunderstanding and failure to execute the norms of the proletarian party, 
and for paralyzing the revolutionary spirit of t! rganization, making 
it unable to see, understand and estimate the manifestations of foreign 
ideology and, consequently, to combat them determ! ithin its ranks 


and outside its ranks, in social life, in he production field and every- 


where else. 


Our party has clarified the ideological and political manifestations that 
can change into bureaucrats, technocrats and liberals not only the cadres, 
who are the specialists and technicicns of the various sectors of the 
state administration, the economy, culture, education and so forth, but 
also those party workers who, ideologically confused in their awareness 
under the influence and pressure of the bourgeois and petit-bourgeois 
remnants, lose their political sense and revolutionary class spirit also 
in the understanding and implementation of the party line, principles, 

and norms. 


In this matter, too, there is a bridge linking bureaucracy and liberalism. 
While the violation and distortion of norms constitute some of the chief 
reasons for the rise of manifestations of liberalism, their incorrect 
understanding and formal implewentation strain the revolutionary spirit 

of the communists in the domestic life of tie organization and in all its 
activities and pave the way for bureaucracy. This can happen if in the 
work practice of the party apparatuses or of the individual comm:nists 
private, local and departmental interests sre brought in the foreground, 
instead of the party policy and the general interests it represents, and 

if the absolute role of science, technology and cadres is given priority 
over the creative role of the working class and of other working masses. 
Formal implementation of norms can be manifested also when one goes formally 
to the meeting of the organization or to the forum without serious prepara- 
tory work, when one does not actively participate in the discussions and 

in the solution of the problems that are being examined, when shortcomings 
are not criticized and when responsibility is neither felt nor taken in 
regard to the work achieved. Or in the opposite sense, when, although 
there are discussions, criticism and self-criticism in the meeting and 
tasks are set and decisions made, there is no struggle when itt comes to 
their fulfillment and to putting them into practic: 


The understanding, implementation and defense of principles and norms, 

in the struggle against any manifestation of ‘iberalism and of bureaucracy, 
are necessary conditions not only for perfecting and implementing the party 
line, but also for preserving and strengthening the unity which, as the 























Seventh Party Congress reemphasized, is a distinctive characteristic of 
our party and represents the most important weapon “in the hands of the 
party to stand up to the attacks of the enemies outside and inside the 
country, to overcome any difficulty and to honorably discharge its tasks 
in the revolution and the building of soctalism" (Enver lioxha, “Report 
to the Seventh Congress of the Albanian Workers Party,” p 94-95.) 


Out party unity has never been a unity apart from principles and norms. 
First of all, it is an ideological unity based on the Marxist-Leninist 
ideology of the party; it is a political unity based on the political iine 
of the party and it also is an organizational unity based on the principles 
and norms of the party. The correct understanding and implementation of 
principles and rorms guarantee, at the same time, ideological, political 
and organizational unity. Perceived in this way, unity requires that the 
confrontation of ideas and the debates be developed in ccxrormity with the 
line and norms of the party so that during the discussion of the problems 
and the making of decisions, the minority will submit to the majority, 

and unity of thought will be accompanied by unity of action. 


To preserve and strengthen unity, our party has fought in two main direc- 
tions: 


On the one hand, the party has fought against the hostile activity of the 
antiparty elements and groups that presented the principal danger for 
breaking the unity. Through this struggle, implementing and protecting 
Marxist-Leninist principles and norms in a revolutionary manner, the party 
has never allowed and will never allow the existence of various ideological 
trends, political lines and of factions, just as, in fact, the Chinese 
revisionists and others are doing, who have trampled under foot the prin- 
ciples and norms of the proletarian party. 


On the other hand, the party has fought and is fighting against foreign 
concepts and manifestations in certain cases in the life of some basic 
organizations which are detrimental to unity, such as quarrels, splits, 
taking sides, sick favoritism and so forth. The party has stressed that 
such negative manifestations--even when they have no political character, 
but, relay on a foreign ideological base, on petit-bourgeois psychology 
and mentality, on the pursuit of narrow personal interest, on tribal and 
family relations and on the intentions of certain communists to use the 
basic organization fortheir own personal, selfish and ambitious aims-- 
harm the unity, because, they remove the communists from the key problems 
and from the implementation of the directives and lead them on the road 
to gossiping, violation of discipline, weakening of vigilance and to 
covering up and defending the wrongdoing and mistakes of each other, which 
are exploited by the class enemies. 


The intensive ideological work and comprehensive revolutionary measures 
our party has carried out is extending every day more and swre have dealt 
destructive blows to foreign concepts and manifestations, as seen in the 
life of the special party organizations. Nevertheless, as the Seventh 























Party Congress forewarned, foreign concepts and manifestations can raise 
their head and reveal themselves in various forms if a continuing struggle 
is not developed against them, if the party principles and norms are not 
strictly and correctly implemented in every organization everywhere and 
always, and if the principle--the basic party organization leads and no- 
body dictates to it--is not properly executed. 


It is the concern of the party organizations, struggling with the spirit 

of revolutionary militancy for fulfilling the tasks, to oppose with severity 
from the embryo every foreign manifestation in every form it presents 
itself. They must struggle particularly against any liberal tendency, 
reveasied in the form of the degradation of discipline, of an antisocialist 
atti:ude toward property and work and of the petit-bourgeois and indifferent 
attitude toward the non-fulfillment of the tasks of the plan, as well as 
against any inclination toward bureaucracy and techmocracy, just as the 

6th plenum of the Party Central Committee has stressed 





The level of the application of the party principles and norms with regard 
to the perfection and implementation of the party decisions and directives 
has always been conditioned by how much and how these principles and norms 
have been udnerstood in their ideological and political content. There- 
fore, Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us that /"the basic norms that regulate 
the life and struggle of theparty, consequently, of the basic organiza- 
tion, and of every communist, must be well known in depth: their ideolog- 
ical and political aspects must be known"/ (Enver Hoxha, Reports and 
Speeches 1967-1968, p 26.) This is necessary also because of the fact 
that each principle and norm of the party presents a complex of require- 
ments which should be seen and fulfilled in their dialectical unity. 

Thus, for example, democratic centralism, which guarantees the successful 
execution of directives and helps in the revolutionary education and 
tempering of the communists and in improving the leacership abilities of 
the party organizations, cannot be correctly implemented without combining 
centralism with democracy, freedom with discipline and rights with tasks 
in a single dialectical unity. Because, that the basic organization 

may become one-sided, caring only for securing the freedom and rights of 
the communists and not devoting attention to the respect for discipline 
and to the implementation of the tasks. However, in this case, even freedom 
and rights would lose their true revolutionary content and character and 
would take on a content of another character--a foreign character--since, 
in their treatment, the basic organization and the communists would start 
not from the revolutionary Marxist-Leninist position, but from the liberal 
and opportunistic position and, consequently, the spirit of organization 
and of discipline would be weakened in the struggle for the implementation 
of the tasks and the organization would plunge into degeneration and anarchy. 





Starting with the need for a more intensive and more skilled work for the 
theoretical understanding and practical implementation of principles and 
norms, the Seventy Party Congress once more emphasized the Marxist-Leninist 
thesis that principles and norms must be implemented by every communist 








and that none is allowed to trample them under foot or to speculate on 
them, te piace himself above the basic organization and impose on it his 
ideas and will, to mutilate democracy and kili criticism. In the basic 
organization all people are equal, with equal rights and tasks; there is 
no hierarchy, neither superior nor subordinate, and no title and ranks. 
The party member, whether a minister or director, commander or commissar, 
chairman of executive committee or party secretary is obliged to report 

to the ii” on his activity, as a communist and as a cadre. Generalizing 
the exp: . ..ace in this field, the party has drawn attention in a particular 
manner to the understanding and implementation of democrac::, of discipline 
and of the rights and tasks, and to the development of criticism without 
threats and with honesty, especially of criticism from below to above, 

and of self-criticism, and to the regular giving of information in the 
party and of reporting in front of the masses and the control and execu- 
tion of the decisions. 


The development “= expansion of the internal democracy within the party 
has made it possibi« to increase the ‘nitiatives, independent action and 
feelings of respois'’: lity of the comaunists, of the basic organizations 
and of the forums, <* re.;talize their internal life and to raise all their 
activity to a higher evel. It is a fact that the example in this direc- 
tion is fsiven precisely by the communists and these party organizations 
and forums that have formed a broad concept and a deep Marxist-Leninist 
ideological wnderstanding about the internal democracy within the party, 
whose core, as Comrade Enver Hoxha has stressed, "is that each communist 
should take an active participation in the perfecting and implementing 

of the party line, freely express his opinion about the work and people, 
openly criticize shortcomings and carry out self-criticism about his own 
weaknesses" (Enver Hoxha, “Report to the Sixth Congress of the Albanian 
Workers Party,” p 189). We point out this lesson because life itself has 
proven, with concrete cases, that there is no democracy, that democracy 
and unity take a formal character and that the manifestations of bureau- 
cracy, technocracy and liberalism raise their heads precisely in that 
organization where criticism and self-criticism, discussions, debates and 
the many-sided confrontation of problems are replaced by an atmosphere of 
false “peace” and “harmony” or when at the meeting all participants agree 
but outside the meeting, instead of mobilizing themselves as a single body 
for implementing with determination and to the end the decisions that were 
adopted at the meeting, they remain passive and irdifferent. 


The same thing can be said about the implementation of the line of the 
masses which, as one of the most important principles of the work method 
of the party, combines leadership from above with the initiative of the 
masses from below, because, certain communists, cadres and some organiza- 
tions, although they repeat this principle not infrequently, on specific 
occasions do not take it into consideration in their practical activity. 


However, the internal democracy of the party and its further development 
and expansion can neither be understood nor implemented without a strong 
discipline. The high, steel-like and conscientious discipline, equally 
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it is necessary, as the party recommends, among other things, that all 
those who hamper and kill criticism or who retaliate in various forms 
against critics be punished with the greatest severity. 


The perty has stressed with particular force the need for better organiza- 
tion of the control of the execution of the decisions by the party and state, 
considering this control as a very important means for applying it; line, 
decisions and directives, but also for verifying their correctness in 
practice. "Without control," Comrade Enver Hoxha teaches us, “the correct- 
ness of directives and the results of the work done cannot be verified, 

and difficulties, obstacles, weaknesses and contradictions cannot be known 
and discovered and measures cannot be taken to overcome them" (Enver Hoxha, 
"Reports to the Seventh Congress of the Albanian Workers Party," p 100). 
Life has proven that every negligence or manifestation of liberalism in 
this field has negative consequences. 


However, to organize the control of the execution of the decisions does 
not mean to have a strong desire to find mistakes, to doubt or to mistrust. 
To control the execution means to fulfill a party norm, by guiding oneself 
by the known party teaching--"trust and control." 


In spite of improvements in this field, some party organs and organizations, 
communists and cadres still do not always take into consideration the 
teaching of the party that they should devote the greatest part of their 
activity to the control of the execution of the decisions. Here, in cer- 
tain cases, narrow practice has a negative influence; it becomes the cause 
not only for the work with campaigns and for the superficial attitude with 
regard to problems and for the lack of proper penetration in their political 
and ideological content, but also for the failure to carry through deci- 
sions. This is also explained by the fact that party propaganda does not 
always precede, with all its forms and means, the organization of work 

for the execution of directives and does not pursue, step by step, their 
implementation. Usually, in the beginning, a greater concern is shown 

for the understanding and analyzing of decisions. And this is necessary 

to form a correct opinion about them. However, sometimes this work is 

not done during the process of the execution, especially, during the exer- 
cising of the control of the execution. The opposite should happen, 

because it is precisely during the execution of the decisions that diffi- 
culties, objective and subjective obstacles, and foreign concepts and 
manifestations are encountered. 


It is of great importance that the leading cadres of the party, state and 
mass organizations be broadly involved in work for the theoretical and 
practical analysis of the directives, something which is not arbitrary, 
or which can be left to spontaneity, as it is understood in some cases. 
On the contrary, i. is a task of great responsibility stemming from the 
leading role of the party. However, their active participation in the 
control of the execution of the directives is equally important; it pro- 
vides two advantages: on the one hand, it makes them acquaint themselves 

















with the life and experience of the masses, learn from this experience 

and give as effective assistance as possible; on the other hand, it places 
the party organizations on more militant positions, increases their work 
capacities and creates the possibility for the communists and cadres to 

be evaluated not by the pledges they make, but by the results they achieve. 


Of course, organizing tne control of the execution of the decisions is not 
an easy task. It is a vital and creative work, As such, it does net 
tolerate lack of preparation, superficiality and formalism which is ob- 
served on these occasions when some cadres from the center or from the 
district go to the base as visitors simply to ascertain facts so as to 
present them later in meetings, reports and so forth, without showing the 
way and without making their contribution to the practical solution of 

the problems. 


It is worth pointing out that control from above is completely insuffi- 
cient, weak and not on the revolutionary path if it does not rely on the 
control of the masses from beiow, first of all, on the direct control of 
the working class. 


Reporting t~ the masses, as an important norm of the party that stems from 
the principle of the line of the masses, is also closely connected with 
this. The proper application of this norm gives the masses the opportunity 
to express their opinion, without fear, in regard to the activity of every 
communist and of the party organizations and organs, while it gives the 
latter theopportunity to better see how they have fulfillea t'eir tasks, 
how they have worked for implementing the decisions and directives of the 
party and how effective was the example of the communists and members of 
the forums who reported to the masses. However, it is important that the 
reports be correctly evaluated and that every manifestation of formalism 
and every manifestation of work in campaigns in this direction be fought. 
It is necessary to combat, especially, the tendency of certain communists 
and cadres who, influenced by foreign concepts, avoid giving account to 
the organization, or to the masses, are offended when criticized and 
retaliate; and who present only general remarks or make criticism only 
with regard to other peoples, while, justifying their own shortcomings 

and weaknesses, they do not uncover their real causes. Life has proven 
that where the party organs and organizations report to the masses, on 

the basis of a serious preparation and analysis, where criticism and self- 
criticism are given the place they deserve, the masses vigorously partici- 
pate in the discussions and criticize everybody's shortcomings without 
hesitation. On the contrary, where there is no serious preparation, 

where one speaks in generalities and only to take his turn and where 

weak criticism and self-criticism are carried out, that means nothing; as 
a consequence, the weaknesses of work are not discovered and even the parti- 
cipation of masses in discussions is small, the road to debates and to 
criticism is closed and the masses are not in a position to make their 
observations on and proposals for work improvement. 
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The combining of the control of the leadership from above with the control 
of the masses from below, besides other things, is also necessary to pro- 
vide sound information, as an important party norm, without which the leading 
organs are not in a position to manage work on scientific bases nor to 
provide the base with the necessary skilled aid, Taking into consideration 
not only the rich positive experience amassed in this field, but also the 
negative experience, the party has recommended that providing of wrong in- 
formation, embellishment of reality, fuss and praise be considered anti- 
party actions. For information to have real scientific bases and fully 
serve the purpose, it must not only faithfully reflect the real condition 
of works, including all the pluses and minuses and all the objective and 
subjective factors that determine them, but, it must also clearly and accu- 
rately indicate the creative thought and action of the masses, without 
which neither the party line in general nor its decisions and directives 

in particular can be perfected, corrected, enriched, implemented and 
controlled. 
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BULGARIA 


ZHIVKOV SPEECH AT OPENING OF EDUCATIONAL COMPLEX IN YASTREBINO 


Sofia RABOTNICHESKO DELO in Bulgarian 24 Sep 79 pp 1-2 


[Text | Comrades; 
Dear Dimitrov Pioneers and Chavdars: 


Il accept with deep emotion the report-pledge which you address to the BCP 
Central Committee and to our homeland--the Bulgarian People's Republic. 


We are always pleased to meet you, our children, the youngest growing shift, 
the dawn of our future. Your pure love for the party and the homeland and 
your desire to study adamantly and to develop as worthy perpetuators of the 
great communist cause of your fathers and grandfathers is the greatest 
happiness which you could give us and the greatest repayment for the sacri- 
fice of those who died and for the heroic toil and concern which the living 
dedicate to you (tempestuous and lengthy applause). 


Today, however, is a special day. 
Naturally, you are familiar with the verses of the people's poet Ivan Vazov: 


"All of Bulgaria is looking at us today. This peak 
is high. It will be able to see us...." 


These words were addressed to the militiamen. The peak mentioned is the 
legendary Shipka. Today we are standing on another peak, one of the peaks 
of the people's battle against fascism and capitalism, a peak bearing the 
tragic and proud name of Yastrebino (tempestuous and lengthy applause). 
Thirty-six years ago, on the eve of the year which was to enter our history 
as the year of the victory of the socialist revolution in Bulgaria, it was 
in this heroic Bulgarian corner that an unusual fire was lit to which the 
toiling people turned their eyes. In the sinister light of these flames 
burning the bodies of killed guerillas and their supporters, the horrified 
country saw, yet once again, its heroes--the martyrs for freedom--and the 
beastly face of its enemy--facism--in its entire criminal disgusting nature. 




















a] 


Bulgaria, that Bulgaria which had seen everything--slaves in chains and 
rebellious heads displayed on public squares, those killed in the battles 
with the enslavers and the bloodsuckers, and the men and women shot without 
trial, that same Bulgaria which could not be amazed by any illegal action 
or inhumanity, shuddered with pain and anger: the fascistswere killing minor 
children! 


Some 10 years ago I visited Poland. There is a terrible place in Poland 
whose name is Oswiecim. In Oswiecim the fascists killed several million 
people. That concentration camp was a real factory of death, with gas 
chambers for the strangulation of victims and furnaces for the burning of 
their bodies not to leave any traces. However, traces did remain. Piles 

of suitcases with names and addresses remained. Children's clothing remained. 
Children's shoes, hair, blond and dark children's hair. These were silent 
wordless witnesses of a tragic childhood which had flown away like smoke 
through the smokestacks of the furnaces in the sinister death camps. 


A few years ago I visited Soviet Belorussia. During the Patriotic War of 

the Soviet peoples, the occupied Belorussian land was the arena of tireless 
guerilla struggle against the aggressors. In all Likelihood you are currently 
watching the serial television film on the war and must be shocked by the 
fascist atrocities. You are probably feeling triumphant when the Red Army 

and the guerillas are striking at and defeating the fascists--]I know that by 
watching my own grandchildren. In Belorussia, that fraternal Soviet republic 
which lost over two million people, or one-quarter of its citizens, has a 
village named Katyr or, rather, had such a village. The facists killed its ‘* 
population and destroyed and burned the village. They repeated what they 

had done in thousands of other Belorussian, Ukrainian, Russian, and Baltic 
villages and towns. Today Katyr is a memorial to the victims. Everything 

in the village is deeply touching. The most shocking, however, perhaps, is 
the figure of an old man who carries in his arms the body of his killed 
grandson. 





Some 10 days ago I visited the Czechoslovak Socialist Republic. There again 
we saw a village. You know the name of that village--Lidice. You are 
probably familiar with its history as well. Im Lidice, as in the Soviet 
Union, in Poland, and here, in Yastrebino, the people see the same victims 
and the same executioner: fascism. 


Why did the fascists shoot not only adults but small children who could not 
cause them any harm? 


The fascists knew that the children will grow up; they killed them in order 
to kill the cause of the fathers, for a cause, however great it may be, is 
doomed to die unless there are people to further it. 


The fascists erred in their accounts. They had to err. They totally 
eliminated many families. However, who can uproot a nation? Who could 
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uproot people such as ours, who have experienced so many revolutionary 
tempests and tragic trials and created such a strong, daring, and inflexible 
party as the Bulgarian Communist Party? (tempestuous and long applause). 
During those fateful years, with every day passed in battle, life proved the 
words of Khristo Smirnenski, the fiery singer of the revolutionary 
Bulgarian proletariat, and his firm belief that thousands of new fighters 
will spring from each drop of blood. The heroes who died fighting were re- 
placed by their sons and grandsons and thousands of new young heroes came 
forth, leading to those unforgettable days of September 1944, when the 
entire toiling Bulgarian people rose following the party to a final assault 
and swept off the criminal power of the oppressors and exploiters. 


For the past 35 years our people have been building a new life under the 
party's leadership. In 35 years generation after generation has entered 

life, free in its free homeland. Now as well, seeing you gathered here, I 
think with satisfaction that the sacrifice of our dead comrades was not in 
vain. The young children of Yastrebino are resurrecting with each new 
generation. They live in you, as well, dear Chavdars and Pioneers (tempestuous, 
lengthy applause). 


The Septemvriyche Dimitrov Pioneer Organization deserves unquestionable 
credit for making you what you are. That is why, assessing the path covered 
by the pioneer organization, we cannot fail to say proudly, as old as 
victory and as old as freedom, the Dimitrov Pioneer Organization has been 
marching headlong forward, for the past 35 years, under the concern of the 
party and direct leadership of the Komsomol and in close friendship with the 
children of the great Soviet Union and the young genenrations of the other 
socialist countries (tempestuous applause and shouts of "Eternal friendship). 
On behalf of the BCP Central Committee, the State Council, and the Council 
of Ministers of the Bulgarian People's Republic, allow me to congratulate 
most warmly the Septemvriyche Dimitrov Pioneer Organization on the occasion 
of its great anniversary, and to thank it for its exceptional contribution 
to the ideological upbringing of the Bulgarian people. Yes, precisely the 
Bulgarian people, for half of today's Bulgarians have gone through its 
inspired ranks (tempestuous and lengthy applause and shouts of "Hooray," and 
"Thank you, Beloved Party"). 


Allow me particularly to emphasize the contribution of the teachers and of 
the tens of thousands of young men and women pioneer leaders. The profession 
of the pioneer leader is a missionary one. The pioneer leader is a fighter 
on the ideological front. He is an educator, social worker, and organizer, 
expressing the profound gratitude of the party's Central Committee to the 
pioneer leaders, I call upon the Komsomol, the school boards, and the 
teachers to give them even greater assistance in their noble efforts 
(applause). 


It is splendid, young comrades, that you are celebrating the 35th anniversary 
of Septemvriyche with the slogan of "Yastrebino 79." Adopted on the 
initiative of the Turgovishte Pioneers, and ratified on Shipka Peak, it 
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indeed became ar all-Pioneer action in the second stage of the report-—check 
entitled "In the Same Ranks cf the Communists and Komsomols." Let me note 

the comprehensive nature of the "Yastrebino 79" slogan which binds closely 

together the tasks related to the patriotic, ideological-political, labor, 

moral, esthetic, international, and physical upbringing of the Pioneers. 


The initiative to set up the "Yastrebino" National Pioneer complex deserves 
an exceptionally high rating. Obviously, this project must be completed 
within the shortest possible time. The complex must be built and the plan 
implemented in full (applause). 


I am convinced that the example of tne heroes whose lives and exploits were 
studied by che Pioneers this year will help you to understand even better 

the significance of your membership in the Pioneer organization; your involve- 
ment with the great communist army; and your affiliation with the people 

who won the victory of the socialist system, laid the foundations of 
socialism, and is building a developed socialist society in Bulgaria and, 
tomorrow, with your generations, will attack the peaks of communism 
(tempestuous and lengthy applause). 


It is regrettable that we, the veterans, have long left behind us the age 
of the Pioneers and will not be among those iucky who will undergo the 
Yastrebino training and keep within their hearts the memory of the Pioneer 
republic and lifelong friendships! (lengthy applause). 


There is nothing to be done about that, comrades, this is your time. With 
slight envy and a great deal of love, I would like to say to you the 
following: 


Happy National Pioneer Complex, dear children and grandchildren! (lengthy 
applause and shouts "Glory to the BCP," "Hooray"). 


I would like to express my congratulations through something else as well. 


By decision of the Central Committee of Fighters Against Fascism and 
Capitalism, the Septemvriyche Dimitrov Pioneer Organization shall be awarded 
the Memorial Banner of the Revolution (lengthy applause). You know what 
this Red Banner means to us. Raised first on Buzludzha as the banner of 

the Revolutionary Party of the Bulgarian working class, it was over numerous 
strikes and demonstrations; it flew over the mutinied soldiers in the autumn 
of 1918; it flew in the flames of September 1923; it came down from che 
mountains with the partisans; it came out of jails; it flooded the entire 
‘ountry with a triumphant red color during the victorious days of 
September 1944. This is the sacred flag of our struggle; it is the proud 
flag of our victory! (lengthy applause and shouts "In the same ranks with 
the Communists and Komsomols!"') 
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Awarding the Septemvriyche Dimitrov Pioneer Organization the Memorial Flag 
of the Revolution is a high recognition. Leaving it forever in the care of 
the Pioneer ranks is proof of the deep faith which the veterans of the 

revolution have in you--the young Bulgarian generations (lengthy applause). 


Be worthy of this honor and trust, dear Chavdars and Pioneers’ (stormy and 
lengthy applause and shouts “Thank you, beloved party"). 


Always remember that the revolution has not ended. All that have changed 
are the tasks it implements and the generations implementing them (applause). 


I know that you are envious of the heroes who died and conquered in fierce 
struggle. The first years of the buiiding of socialism as well are shrouded 
in revolutionary romanticism in your eyes. You are right, the generations 
preceding you were amazine generaticns which accomplished great deeds. 
However, let me admit to you that we, the veterans of the revolutionary 
struggle and the ouilding of socialism are envious of you. 


You came at a time when our socialist homeland is catching up very rapidly 
witn the most economically developed countries. You are fired with the 
desire to accomplish exploits, to do something great for the happiness of 

the homeland and for the good of mankind. Today Bulgaria is able to provide 
its children with everything necessary for man to develop his forces and 
capabilities. Trying to imagine Bulgaria in 20 to 30 years and you--tcuay's 
Pioneers and Chavdars--we see you at the peak of your creative forces, 
citizens and builders, the strength and the glory of the socialist state, 
confidently marching in the leading ranks of human progress. 


That is why we envy you and that is why ws are proud of you. We believe 
that your children and grandchildren will te envious of you and of your 
romantic times the way you are now envious of your fathers and grandfathers’ 
(applause) 


We are confident that such will be the case. Naturally, we are realists and 
know that Georgi Dimitrov's words will be valid for the future as well: Our 
path will not be as smooth as the pavement in front of the National Assembly 
building. 


Let us take as an example Turgovishte Okrug, an area with an awakened and 
industrious population and great revolutionary traditions. Today we are the 
guests of the Turgovishte comrades and criticizing them would be bad manners. 
For the sake of justice as well we should, above all, render homage to the 
heroic efforts which the population of this beautiful Bulgarian area has 
dedicated to its transformation. We could state with full justification 
that in the fields of education, culture, health care, agriculture, and 
industry, Turgovishte Okrug has taken a historical step from the kingdom of 
backwardness to the kingdom of progress. All by itself, Turgovishte Okrug 
is deing well and there are many areas and countries in the world which 
could be envious of it. However, Turgovishte Okrug is not an autonomous 
guberniya, so to say. It is a living and beautiful part of socialist 
Bulgaria. That is why, willy-nilly, we compare it with other Bulgarian 
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okrugs and gauge its steps with the steps taken by the country at large. I 
am confident that the Turgovishte comrades would like to be gauged with the 
same yardstick. At this point I would like to express my deep conviction 
that the okrug's party and state leadership, headed by Comrade Ivan Gruev, 
first secretary of the okrug BCP Committee, will be able to properly formu- 
late the tasks and mobilize the party members, united agrarians, Komsomols, 
and the entire population to achieve the noble ambition of enabling 
Turgovishte Okrug to catch up with our other okrugs from the organizational, 
economic, cultural, and all other viewpoints! You may be certain, dear 
Turgovishte comrades, that the Central Committee and the gove:nment will 
give you their full support! (lengthy applause). 


Naturally, some of the shortcomings and weaknesses of Turgovishte Ckrug are 
common to the entire country. Whereas Turgovish*e Oxru must catch up with 
the more developed Bulgavian okrugs, Bulgaria must catc. up with the more 
developed countries. As you know, following its llth Congress, the party 
firmly undertook to resolve and surmount ripe problems of our development. 
i shall not discuss these probiems here. Allow me only to say that without 
their solution we cannot reach the 21st century in the le» ding ranks of 
mankind. Yet, we want to be there, in the leading ranks! 


We shall, comrades, we cannot but be there! That is because we are the sons 
and daughters of a great nation, and the heirs and perpetuators of a great 
cause, because we are led by a mature, battle-tempered Marxist-Leninist 
party with experience in construction--our own Bulgarian Communist Party 
(lengthy applause and shouts "Glory to the BCP’). We shall achieve this 
because Bulgaria is marching together with the members of the fraternal 
socialist comity, headed by the USSR (tempestuous and lengthy applause and 
shouts of "Eternal friendship'"). 


Your path as well, dear Pioneers, will not be easy. Anyone who seeks the 
easy way trails in the back--the back of the friendly group, the back of 
the class, the back of science and culture, the back of scientific and 
technical progress, and the back of other coutries. He who wants to be in 
the leading rank must biaze paths. Yet, paths are blazed through knowledge 
and adamant struggle. 


Your great predecessors covered the pages of the 13th century's old Bulgarian 
history with immortal examples of patriotism, self-denial, creative 
enthusiasm, and inflexible will power. Follow their example! Be the worthy 
heirs and perpetuators of the cause of your fathers and grandfathers. 

Fulfill the dreams of those who died at your age (tempestuous applause and 
shouts of "Hooray"). 


Dear Dimitrov Pioneers: 


For the cause of the Bulgarian Communist Party and the communist future of 

our dear homeland--the Bulgarian People's Republic--be prepared! (This is 

answered by the enthusiastic shouts of "Always prepared," "Forward with the 
BCP,"’ and "Hooray".) (BTA) 
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NAVY CHIEF ADMIRAL DOBREV SPEAKS ABOUT HIS LIFE 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 29 Aug 79 pp 1, 2 


[Interview with Adm Ivan Dobrev by Col Rangel Zlatkov, honoring the 
35th anniversary of the socialist revolution and the Bulgarian People's 


Army: "Revolutionary Optimism: Duty, Faith, Responsibility"--date 
and place not given} 


[Text] 





[Question] When and where were you born? What is the most memorable 
moment of your youth? 


[Answer] I was born on 25 March 1922 in the Gagaouz village of Kichevo, 
Varna Okrug. But only my grandmother Zhechka (my father's mother) was a 
Gagaouz* in the entire family tree. My grandfather, Stoyan Tsvetkov 
Khandzhiev, who had started the large Tsvetkov family, came from the 
village of Izgrev. He was a spirited man, educated in the old secret 
church schools, wise, modest, inquisitive, and an active member in the 
village life. 





*Gapaouz - Turkish speaking Christian of the Varna district. 
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More vivid memories and experiences of my youth? My brother's arrest in 
1933, beaten up by the police, the worries in the family, my father's 

pride and my mother's ecrief at that time, these are the events that have 
left me lasting memories. Another important moment in my life is the 
illness of my sister Kina (high school student) and later on of my mother 

as well. This misfortune completely changed our family life. The 
Dobrudzha liberation in 1940 was another moving moment in my life (my mother 
came from the Dobrudzhe village of Kranevo). 


[Question] Where did you study and when did you finish your education? Who 
were the people (teachers) who infiuenced you the most and how? 


{Answer} I finished grade school and second progymnasium [midale school] 
class in my native village; [I finished my progymnasium education in Varna. 
My father could not afford the gymnasium tuition and, therefore, I started 
to work as a lathe apprentice in Varina. The following year by father 

did everything possible and in 1937 1 attended the Varna boys’ gymnasium. 

I finished sixth class (now ilth) but could not continue because we did not 
have the means. I completed my education in 1944 as a private student. 

I remember from grade school Nevena Krusteva, an educator with captivating 
kindness and selflessness. From the Varna progymnasium 1 remember Ruzha 
Mikhaylova, my room teacher, strict and concerned about the children and 
especially about the poor students; from high school I remember Vasil 
Atanasov, math and Russian teacher, communist by conviction, I remember 
his courage in those years when he was persecuted since the Varna gymnasium 
was not sympathetic to communists and RMS [Workers Youth Union] members; 

I remember the math teacher Topalov, wise and systematic. 


[Question] When did you start your communist activity? Would you tell 
us who the first communists (RMS members) were wham you got acquainted with 
and what kind of relationship you had with them. 


[Answer] My communist education started when I was still a child. My 
father has been a party member since 1919 and he used to send his five 
children off to school or work in town with the advice to follow faithfully 
the ideas of the workers class, of communism. Being the youngest in the 
family I was somehow in the most advantageous position. My father used 

to entrust me with the watch when they had party gatherings and meetings 
at home. 


I was drawn to the children's communist groups in Varna in 1935 together 
#ith Iliya Dikov and under Yanka's leadership.... I used to recite poems 
very well and became the favorite of the Varna party and RMS organization. 
However, the strongest and constant influence over me was exercised by 

my brother Soyan and my sister Kina. My favorite reading material was what 
they read: “Selkor," "The Breakthrough, "In the Country of the Soviets,” 
and works of Tolstoy, Gorki and Shokholov. I have been attracted to 
Russian ever since and tried even at that time to read Russian works in 
the original. I also liked adventure books, Mayne Reid and Jules Verne. 

I remember how I discovered once behind the wall mirror a hidden book--it 
was "Captain Nemo or 20,000 Leagues Under the Sea," and I read with 
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trepidation the first few pages. But, my interest in adventure literature 
came to an abrupt end. On page 3 of the book began the “Report to the 
17th Congress of the VKP (b) /All-Scviet Communist Party - Bolsheviks/" by 
Chilikow (Stalin). 


I have been a member of the RMS since 1936 but my purposeful communist 
activity started in 1937 in high school. In the progymnasium I was in the 
same children's groups with Il. Dikov, a bright, enthusiastic child at that 
time, intelligent ar? talented, and later on a real knight in the illegal 
struggle and member of the gymnasium Jeadership. In 1941 he was beaten 

up by the police and died of galloping tuberculosis. The gymnasium leader- 
ship of the RMS was headed by G. Grigorov (later a university student and 
commanding officer in 1941 of the first armed contingent in Varna), and 
later by M. Bangiev. Ts. Nikolov and Zdr. Bambov, members of the leader- 
ship died as partisans. I was also a member of this leadership and was in 
charge of my classes (graduates). I received good training also in the 
Khristo Botev neighborhood reading room, where I worked with ?. Penev 

(who died in the Patriotic War), N. Nikiforov, Zh. Karamfilova and others. 
At that time (as our home was a permanent hideout of party and RMS 
functionaries) I met and ran errands for some of the members of the »arty 
OK [Okrug Committee], as for example, A. Tsanev, G. Kostov, for the 
functionaries of the party Central Committee G. Barutchiyski of Sofia, 

and Ivan Maslov with whom I have stayed indoors day after day (they were 
in hiding illegally and did not go out). 


[Question] What do you consider as a personal defeat in your revolutionary 
struggle before the victory of the socialist revolution? And how has it 
affected your further activity? 


[Answer] In 1943 D. Borachev, political commissar of 10th operative 
region and I had to create a new separate party rayon centered in the 
village of Kichevo (Gagaouz rayon). The police found out about it and 
surprised us. My brother Khristo jumped at the policeman with a kitchen 
knife; the policeman was in a safe place and was shooting at me. Comrade 
Borachev and I, however, managed to escape unharmed. Thus, we were unable 
to create a party rayon. This was a heavy blow on the existing party 
organization and cadres. In April 1944, follovring the decision of the 
regional headquarters we had to form (from the first Varna partisan 
commando contingent under my leadership and from the Kamchiya commando 
contingent led by Andrei Premiyanov) a detachment with the purpose of 
attacking the Yovkovo (Rasdelna) railroad station. The movement of our 
commando contingent was discovered. On 24 May in the Kipren woods we 
were engaged in a fierce battle with the police, gendarmerie and a 
battalion of the regular army. Our plan fell through. We were unaware 
that it was due to treason. Excellent comrades and liaison agents died, 
for example, G. Vasilev, Khr. Gaydarov, $1. Doychev, G., Dobrev, D. Dobrev, 
who, together with the members of the party OK Ya. Kostov and St. Staykov, 
were shot down and their bodies thrown into the sea. However, defeat 
hardens the character as well. We became better organized and more 
cautious. At the beginning of September, with the main group of the 
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detachment under my leadership, we attacked Yovkovo, descroyed the 
gewsarmerie platoon, captured two machineg<ns and other veapons and 
liquidated the people's hangman, Lievtenant Kostov. 


[Question] In concluding with your life and work before 9 September 1944, 
would you summarize for us the important moments in your life which have 
contributed to your emergence as a communist activist? 


[Answer] I must point out that I became a communist above ail due to the 
influence of my parents and my older brothers and sisters. My brother 
Stoyan was a printer, secretary ot the RMS OK, member of the ailitary 
commission at the party OK and leader of the first armed group in Varna. 
He died as a partisan commanding ofticer of Karnobat Okrug. My sister 
Zhechka was a liaison agent. My sister Kina was a member of the auxiliary 
organization at the party OK and a concentration camp inmate. My 

brother Khristo was a political prisorer. My fighting inauguration took 
place in the first Varna armed group in 1941, fighting together with 

G. Grigorov, M. Bangiev, At. Aleksandrov, D. Georgiev (the Bomb), Iv. 
Arnaudov, G. Argirov and others. My acceptance as a party member in 1%2 
and the joint work with A. Tsanev, G. Kostov (the Lefthanded One), 

St. iv. Peev, L. Teolov, D. Borachev and N. Boyadzhiev were the best 
schooling for my understanding of the party ideas. The partisan years, 
however, shaped me as a fighter and contributed to my maturity while working 
and fighting together with D. Borachev, At. Aleksandrov (Gercho), con- 
taanding officer of Basil Levski coastal liberation detachment (deceased), 
A. Premiyanov, A. Aleksiev, the Big Strandza (Iv. Demerdzhiev) and others. 
Particularly strong and loyal was my friendship with the commissar of my 
partisan commando, Kosta Parashkevov (Slavcho). I admired friends like 
Dimitur Ganev (in charge of the party Central Committee), his wisdom, 
revolutionary toughness, composure and personal courage, while St. Kardzhov 
(instruction at the party CC) was for me the model to follow. 


[Question] Why did you choose to become a regular officer? 


[Answer] It is more appropriate to ask me how I became a regular seaman. 
After 9 September 1944 we had no time to choose a profession. The party 
decided where we should go. I was a fighter and commander of NOVA [People's 
Liberation Army]. The party had to build its new people's army to defend 
the September victory. 


At the age of 22, right after 9 September, with the rank of major, I was 
appointed commanding ofiicer of the Guards battalion in Varna. Later, 
together with Premiyanov and Pozharski, I was sent to attend a military 
course, the first partisan course in the Military School. I was together 
with Khr. Radonov, Al. Aleksiev, Demosten Chochev, N. Krivlev and others. 
I was the only senior officer. Therefore, 3 months later, when they 
created a course for senior officers, I was transferred to it. In the 
senior course I studied together with D. Znepoleki, D. Simov, B. Popov, 
G. Momekov, Iv. Vrachev, P. Karakachanov, Kiril Kosev and others. One 
of our lecturers was the hero of the USSR (today Colonel General) 














Z. Zakhariev, who had just arrived from the USSR. General Zakhariev 
was a fascinating teacher and in lowe with the air force. when he saw 
how young we were he started to talk us into joining the air force. I 
was one of the “snatched” ones. At that time, hovever, I was very 
friendly in Sofia with the assistant commanding officer and later tne 
first people's cammander of the VMS [Navy], Kiril Khalachev. As soon 
as he found out that I intended to join the air force, he interfered 
through Blagoi Ivanov, involving also the Varra party OK. And so I 
found myself in the navy. 


I was bor: and grew up at the seashore. I do not even remember wher I 
started swimming. I love the sea. Those born at the seashcre do no: 
fic into a tank, cannot march on dry land or fly. Their calling is 
the sea! 


[Question] Which are the most characteristic moments in your service 
in the People's Army? Would you describe them fcr us stressing same 


specific examples. 


[Answer] I started my career in the Varna Guards service. We wanted 

to go to the front as soon as possible because the war was still on. 

We were also involved in many protective services, participating in the 
struggle against fascist sympathizers among the officers of the 8th 
Infantry Regiment and among the army staff. As I said, I finished a 
l-year course in the Military School. Khalachev, a very considerate man, 
appointed me commanding of”icer of the cadet battalion in the VMU [Military 
Navy School]. I was simultaneously educator and educated. In 1946, a 
navigation course was created in the VM for combatant commanding officers 
which was limited only to partisan officers and political activists. 

At that time, Captain 2nd rank B. Ormanov had just arrived from the USSR 
and was appointed at the school. I learned many things from hin. 

However, my navy career actually started in 1947 when the VMF obtained its 
material basis. The USSR granted us a great number of military vessels 
and I was appointed senior assistant commander of the newly acquired 
destroyer Zheselnyakov. There, under the expert leadership and concern 
of the Soviet seamen and instructors, and p.<ticularly that of Captain 
Sisoev (today an admiral, long-time commanding officer of the Chermo More 
[Black Sea] fleet and chief of the Leningrad Navy Academy), my enthusiastic 
love and loyalty to the navy service grew in full strength. I was sent 
with a group of comrades (upon my request) to Leningrad for a special 
course for destroyer commanders. After finishing the course, the new navy 
commanding officer, Rear Admiral Ormanov, wanted to appoint me navy chief 
of staff. I did not agree, I thought I was not ready yet for such a 
position. I have always considered the position of ship capta’n and of a 
ship formacion chief as the best one in the navy. It is a calling! WNot 
everybody is for the sea! 


After the course in Leningrad I was released from duty for a while. I 
was the happiest man in the world when I found out that I was to be the 
commander of one of the newest Soviet destroyers, the Ozu: noy (which 
in Bulgaria we renamed Georgi Dimitrov). I was very much assisted at 











that time by the Chief of Staff of the Soviet Black Sea Fleet (today 
Commander in Chief of the USSR Navy) Comrade Gorshkov. In 1955, I 
graduated from the Leningrad Navy Academy. After that I was in command 

of the then biggest navy formation. In 1959, manifestation of trust 

by the party and the commanding headquarters. But, before I even had the 
possibility of adapting to the all-embracing new service, in the summer 

of 1960 I was appointed commander of the navy and simultaneously [ was 
awarded the title of rear admiral. For me this was an expression of even 
greater confidence, as I had exclusive responsibility for the entire 
establishment and buildup of the VMF as an armed force. Graduaily, with 
the assistance of the headquarters and the political department, 2ad of the 
MNO [Ministry of National Defense], and particularly with the help of 
Comrade Dzhurov as minister, I started to manage all organizational tasks 
connected with the armed buildup of the VMF. With the warm cooperation 

of the party and of Comrade Zhivkov personally, and with generous Soviet 
assistance as wel!, the navy grew to a worthy armed force within the 
structure of the BNA [Bulgarian reople's Amy], to a loyal defender of our 
sea borders. Since the fall of 1972 I have held the position of deputy 
minister of defense for the navy. 


Most interesting, moving and unforgettable moments in my career are the joint, 
long-lasting (in the real meaning of the word) service together with the 
Soviet seamen and particularly my service on the destroyers Zhelesnyakoy 
and Georgi Dimitrov. The first voyages were very exciting. I will never 
forget the boiler fire on the Zhelesnyakov when I myself had to go down 
into the boiler room alongside the melting metal. I will never forget 
the storm near Sevastopol and my concern about the fate of the ship, 
inclined up to 40°, [I will also remember forever our attempt to save a 
sinking Lebanese ship in the rough waters of the Black Sea. The joint 
voyages and drills within the Soviet formations will remain forever in 
my memory as moments of courage and seamanship. 


[Question] What would you say about military friendship? To what an 
extent does the principle that this friendship lasts forever have a 
passing character or do you think that it is absolutely true? 


[Answer] Military service, traditional for the Bulgarian, is a school for 
courage. I remember from my childhood my father's friendship with his 
comrades from the war front, the poor fisherman, the old man Kirkor from 
Varna. This comradery grew into fighting and ideological brotherhood 

and used to warm up our young hearts.... In our days, military friendship 
has acquired a new, richer meaning and strong ideological color. This 
friendship is particularly strong among navy personnel. The complex 
technology, the tremendous work in mastering and taking care of the vessels, 
and the sea voyages forge the crew, the commanders and the other personnel 
into a romantic force and unforgettable seaman's friendship which the years 
cannot erase. My friendship with the former navy commanders K. Kosev, 

T. Papasov, A. Mitov, with the famous air force general, S. Simeonov, 

with the fascinating reserve captain Rusi Bozhanov, with Pozharski, and 
particularly with my Soviet friends and teachers like Sisoev, Kokka, 
Chursin, will remain forever in my memory and will help me in my duties. 
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[Question] What human values do you cherish the most? And what shortcomings 
do you dislike the most? 


[Answer] Loyalty and selfless devotion, diligence, consistency, friendship, 
and honesty in every endeavor, particularly in the fulfillment of one's 
party, professional, humane, and brotherly duty. 


I do not tolerate indecision and uncertainty. I detest servility, 
opportunism, duplicity and slander. The greatest emotional trauma and 
anxiety for me is to lose confidence in a friend whom you have trusted 
more than yourself. 


[Question] Who are the personalities in Bulgaria and abroad whom you 
consider your idols and what are their virtues that you admire? 


[Answer] I have always been thrilled when reading and reciting the 

poems of the immortal Botev and have admired the wisdom, honesty and courage 
of Levski and of the most-Bulgarian seaman-poet Nikola Vaptsarov who, 
with his Engine Songs inflamed the hearts of the Varna RMS members. I 
remember the first portrait of Georgi Dimitrov with the description of 
his heroic behavior in Leipzig in 1933 (sent by my brother). And when 7% 
met and shook hands in Varna with this leader, my heart was filled with 
warmth as if I was seeing my own father. I admire Comrade Todor Zhivkov 
as loyal follower of G. Dimitrov, who, with his unending energy and 
talent as a great leader, with the skill to manage the Central Committee 
of the party and the country as well, is not only champion of Bulgarian- 
Soviet friendship, but also uncovers in this direction new horizons for 
its greatness. Knowledge and ideological convictions I acquired from the 
works of Marx, Engels and Lenin, giants of thought and speech and yet 
modest. 


I learn night and day from General Zhukov and General Rokosovski, from 
the former Commander in Chief of the Soviet VMF, Kusnetsov, and from the 
present Commander in Chief of the Soviet VMF, Gorskhov, who heads the 
present VMF of the Soviet Union, with ships sailing in all oceans of the 
world, and who has a special personal merit in the building of the most 
powerful navy in the world. 


I will also cherish forever the memories of my brother Stoyan who directly 
taught me and led me into the party and RMS struggles. 


[Question] What would you wish for the soldiers and officers of the 
People's Army? 


[Answer] Loyal and selfless service to party and country. Work and 
youthful courage and fulfillment of military duty. I wish for the seamen, 
furthermore, to love the sea, the ship and the maritime service and to be 
loyal to their friends. 




















[Question] What is your personal motto in life? (Would you write it down 
for us in your own handwriting). 


In personal handwriting: 


The wish I just addressed to the soldiers and commanding officers of 
the BNA is my mctto in life as well. To fulfill to the end, my duty 
to the party, the people, and our navy. 


Signed: Admiral I. Dobrev 
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BULGARIA 


ARMY OFFICERS CLAIM THEIR ANNUAL LEAVE RIGHTS 
Sofia NARODNA ARMIYA in Bulgarian 24 Jul 79 p 2 


[Text] Quite often, due to extended work, officers and senior sergeants 
cannot use their annual leave during the current year. Commanding 
officers settle this question in different ways. Some of them allow 

the leave to be taken until 1 February of the following year, others, 
until 31 March, some others to the end of May, and many do not allow 

the leave to be used at all during the following year. 


We would appreciate receiving an answer of this question in the pages 
of this newspaper, as it is becoming a very pertinent matter. 





Question raised by 
Officer Demirevski 


In connection with the above inquiry, the MNO [Ministry of National 
Defense] competent authorities gave the following explanation: 


The right of relaxation is one of the basic rights of Bulgarian citizens, 
including officers and sergeants on extended duty. 


One way to guarantee rest and relaxation is the use of the paid annual 
leave which ensures strength restoration of the workers and is a 
condition for long-lasting sd highly productive work. Therefore, the 
basic duty of department and organization chiefs, and of commanding 
officers of the BNA [Bulgarian People's Army) is to guarantee each year 
paid leave to the officers and sergeants who are on extended duty. 
Deprivation of this right must be considered a gross violation of the 
personal rights of military personnel and of socialist legality. 


Annual leave must be taken by the officers during the calendar year ac- 
cording to the established plan and norms of the respective ministerial 
decree. If, for objective reasons the officer cannot take his leave until 
the end of the year (sickness or inability due to official duty), the 


leave should be granted as early as possible during the following year, 
so that later on the person involved be able to have his annual leave 
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of the current year. Postponement +r later months and until the end 
of the year can be granted only fc 'ective reasons. If the officer, 
due to sickness, for example, has noc been able to take his annual 
leave during the following year, he loses the right to have it. 
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CZECHOSLOVAK IA 


CHARTER 77 DOCUMENT NO 26: CONSUMER PRODUCTION 

Rome LISTY in Czech No 4, Sep 79 pp 12-24 

[Document entitled "Dissertations on Consumer Production"] 

[Text] “If man is to retain his humanity, he must be ready to forego some 


of his present advantages for the benefit of future generations." (From 
Second report of the Club of Rome) 





Dissertations on Consumer Production 


After preparatory work lasting almost a year during which several prelim- 
inary drafts were made and discussed with many consultants, we are hereby 
presenting the Czechoslovak public as well as the official places with 
"Dissertations on Consumer Production," a joint product of a group of 
authors of widely differing points of view. Problems relating to consumer 
production have a very direct and telling impact on the everyday life of 
practically every citizen. Correction of the situation in this field goes 
in many respects beyond the framework of the problems under discussion and 
is not feasible without fu lamental changes in the life of society--changes 
which range from the economic and political to those in the moral fiber 

of our society. 


The group of authors deemed it necessary to give the documents the form of 
dissertations--notwithstanding the scope and thoroughness of the preparatory 
work, This is because it was felt that while it might be possible--although 
just barely--to point out the mutually interwoven difficulties and problems 
which exist in this field or immediately relate to it, it is patently im- 
possible to go through all of them in detail, without leaving anything out. 
We hope that the document we hereby submit will spark a broad-based and 
long-lasting discussion, Every citizen who is interested in the recupera- 
tion of our economy and society and who wants to contribute to it as much 

as is in his power, should take part in this discussion in one way or an- 
other. 


We expect critical comment on the submitted disserations as well as compre- 
hensive proposals dealing with the problems in question from various points 
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of view and proposing their solution. We feel it is necessary for groups 

of citizens to initiate discussions of specific problems, some of which 
were barely sketched in this document (for example, ecology, housing, 

health care, social problems, problems involving retired people or children, 
the role of the unions and social organizations, etc.) and fashion them into 
independent documents, or else devote themselves systematically to a crit- 
ical analysis of a given field. Finally, we shall also welcome every con- 
crete comment and initiative suggesting a practical, even partial solution 
of any problem, 


Prague, 27 May 1979 


Dr Vaclav Benda Jiri Dienstbier Zdena Tominova 
Charter 77 Spokesman Charter 77 Spokesman Charter 77 Spokes- 
woman 


Charter 77 Spokesman Jaroslav Sabata is in prison 


In presenting hereby subjects dealing with consumer production we are aware 
of the fact that those are problems which intimately affect the majority of 
citizens in our country. Problems involving consumer production, especially 
the shortages in ccnsumer products and services, have been the most burning 
issues in Czechoslovakia for years. They have been commented on in the 
press, radio and television, they have become an intrinsic part of discus- 
sions in homes and in the street. They have become subject of works of 
literature, film and television ¢:rials. 


In the first part of this document we start with the right of citizens to 
have an assured access to the necessities of life, and we describe the 
present state of affairs, the difficulties and problems which consumers in 
our country encounter every day. In the second part, we attempt to point 
out the deeper interrelationships and causes of this state of affairs and 
to outline ways leading to at least a partial correction, However, we are 
aware of the fact that the problem of consumer production cannot be viewed 
apart from a whole number of other factors affecting society. The very 
type of the economic-political system in which we live produces critical 
developments and a correction in the field of consumer production is possi- 
ble only through an implementation of fundamental changes in the economic 
and political sector. 


We start with the principle that fulfillment of material consumer needs 
cannot be the orincipal goal of life of a human being. Instead, we view 

it as one of the prerequisites for, and instruments of, the liberation of 
man from the tyranny of material things, as an instrument which will enable 
man to devote himself fully to his spiritual and physical development and 
participation in public happenings, Czechoslovakia presents a kind of 
special quasi-consumer society. A relatively large part of its citizens 
interests itself in fulfilling various needs and interests which are non- 
essential from the standpoint of its development. Moreover, they thereby 
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expend an innordinate amount of energy and money and despite that they are 
not satisfied as consumers even in their basic requirements. The more dif- 
ficult it is to achieve, the more does fulfillment of consumer needs become 
a fetish. It is also worth noting that a citizen for whom satisfaction of 
consumer needs is the principal purpose of life, easily becomes the subject 
of power manipulation. 


The consumer standard in any country is not, of course, solely of its own 
making. Like other countries, Czechoslovakia exists within certain eco- 
nomic and political contexts. This fact has led, among other things, to 
constant comparisons and evaluations of its living standards. Up till re- 
cently it could be considered to be the "show place" of socialism, This 
rating is possibly still valid when it is compared to the living standards 
of some other East European countries or to those of the impoverished strata 
and sectors of the world. But it is by far no longer valid when judged by 
European standards or when we consider the potential which was implicit in 
the condition of the comparatively advanced post-World War 11 Czechoslovak 
economy. Still, it must be borne in mind that even at the present level of 
consumer standards in our country we belong, along with other countries of 
Europe and North America, to the privileged portion of mankind which has 
considerable economic and cultural responsibility vis-a-vis the poorer 
sectors of the world. In order that the striving for a functioning con- 
sumer system should not become an act of a societywide egotism, we must 
contemplate the problem of the economic and consumer development of our 
society in conjunction with the needs of all mankind. That doubtlessly 
cannot be done without a re-thinking of the type of civilization which has 
been developing in Europe and America for centuries: The striving for power, 
for economic and military supremacy, the manipulation of people and of na- 
ture, the desire for profit and the orientation of people toward an ever 
more plentiful consumption and development of technology have brought us in 
recent decades to the brink of a catastrophe. 





Bearing the foregoing in mind, what we are concerned about here is the 
attainment of a rational and modest consumer system which would release 
the citizens’ energies for implementing goals and decisions by which to 
fulfill our human destiny in the world's arena. 


i. 


l,l. Satisfaction of consumer needs is one of the most important require- 
ments of human existence. The most fundamental human right--the right to 
life--would become an empty slogan if it were not substantiated by a well 
thought-out, societywide endeavor to ensure human needs, to remove worries 
in this area. 


1.2. The principle of protection of these needs is expressed in the General 
Declaration of Human Rights (Article 25) and in the International Covenant 
of Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (Article 7, 11 and 15). Article il 
of the above-mentioned Covenant affirms “everyone's right to an adequate 








standard of living for himself and his family, including food, clothing 

and housing, and to a steady improvement of living conditions." Under 
Article 7 of the Covenant the phrase “just remuneration for labor” means 
such remuneration which will guarantee a man an adequate standard of living, 
not only for himself, but also for his family. 


2.1. The feature peculiar to Czechoslovakia as a special type of consumer 
society is the discrepancy between the orientation of a comparatively large 
portion of the citizenry to intensive consumption, and the inadequate eco- 
nomic guarantee of this consumption. 


2.2. Consumers in Czechoslovakia are constantly confronted with shortages 
of this or that type of products, coupled with a small selection of products 
and, very often, also with a low quality of products. They encounter var- 
ious snags in services, and are subjected to unsatisfactory conditions in 
the consumer field which no civilized human being should be subjected to. 

We have in mind above all the long queues which exist even for sales of 
basic foodstuffs, the under-the-counter sales, consummated upon presenta- 
tion of a bribe or rendering of a counter-service, the uncooperative atti- 
tude of many employees in the field of merchandising and services, and 
similar. 


2.3. The chronic imbalance between supply and demand, the constant short 
supply and narrow selection of high-quality products have produced a situa- 
tion in which people in our country no longer shop for products, they hunt 
for them, It is fair to say that a consumer starts out into the streets 
with the knowledge that any store might be out of any product at any time. 
In addition to periodic shortages of certain products, there are also pro- 
ducts whose short supply or non-existence has been felt by the consumer for 
years. This is true, for example, of high-quality meat anc giblets, high- 
quality vegetables and fruit, a wider selection of the above-named products, 
certain types of instruments, spare parts, building components, furniture, 
certain types of practical modern clothing and footwear, not to speak of 
books and the satisfaction of certain other cultural needs. Moreover, the 
consumer cannot be even sure whether the store would not be closed under 
some kind of pretext (inventory of stock, delivery of stock, repair work, 
illness, vacation, schooling), whether it would stock the products he re- 
quires, etc. Convinced that they have to buy the first suitable product 
available because they cannot be sure whether they would get it elsewhere 
or at another time, many consumers buy even goods of rather poor quality, 
excessively expensive and often even not needed. A prime example of this 
are the pre-Christmas hunts for presents which are often subject to hidden 
price increases, sale of inferior stock that has been on the shelves for a 
long time, and other improper practices. 


Shoppers must cover ever longer distances to shops because, among other 
reasons, some small stores, regarded as unproductive, are being discontinued 
and the construction of modern stores either greatly lags behind the con- 
sumer needs or is not planned at all. Especially inhabitants of smaller 

















communities and sections of towns suffer cs a result of unsuitable opening 
hours, an inadequate network of stores and their small capacity, inadequate 
stocks of foodstuffs and other basic commodities. In the stores--often 

even in those modern ones--a citizen is subjected to long waiting {n queues, 
a phenomenon peculiar to East Europe and one which has already become part 
and parcel of the masochistic mentality of the majority of citizens. 


2.4. It is safe to assume that each citizen spends an inordinate anount 

of time in this chase after products of daily or longer-term needs, and in 
the endless negotiations and bustle of all kinds. In this way, his effort 
to satisfy consumer needs, arrange for services and conduct other such 
business becomes the substance of life, fcerced on all Czechoslovak citizens, 
especially women, This situation is incompatible with the increasing re- 
quirements in the work fielij, is inconsistent with the announced perspec- 
tives of the so-called scientific-technical revolution, presents a serious 
obstacle to education, to acquirement of skills, development of personality, 
upbringing of children and, finally, to just plain work productivity. 


2.5. Wholesaler has become the master of the consumer and the retail store. 
This creates a situation in which consumers try to butter up salespersons, 
even to bribe them, in order to obtain a short-supply product or the one 
they need. We do not want to blacken the name of honest employees in the 
field of merchandising who are struggling with a great number of problems, 
but it is a fact that many have adjusted to the situation and will not re- 
fuse a bribe for a service rendered. Im this situation of market imbalance, 
the consumers are daily victimized by breaches of rules and regulations 
which were established for their protection. Moreover, the control of ad- 
herence to these rules and regulations is very inadequate. The “books of 
requests and complaints” are of no use to consumers, especially in smaller 
communities where a consumer cannot remain anonymous. Anyone who is de- 
pendent on one single store will think twice before he slam« the door be- 
hind himself and, moreover, attracts undesirable attention «of some fellow 
citizens. 





2.6. In the cultural field the critical situation of consumer production 

is aggravated by the lack of freedom of expression, creative work and scien- 
tific research, Books are published in conformity with the ideological 
criteria of the holders of state power, and many works of literature, crea- 
tive arts and music are forbidden. Long lines in front of bookstores on 
days when something of even slight interest is supposed to come out, show 
the thirst for culture and the inadequacy of the supply. Moreover, the 
prices of many such works are among those in which the increase has been 

the most rapid. 


2.7. Like trade, consumer services suffer as a result of their insufficient 
size, inflexibility and low-quaiity, low-efficiency work, Here also, the 
consumer has no opportunity to make a selection. The repair store, the dry 
cleaner establishment, the laundry, and similar, which he must use is usually 
the only one for miles around. Some national committees pay practically no 








attention to how people can find tradesmen and repairmen, and the result 
is the burgeoning trade in moonlighting, self-help for counter-service and 
similar practices. In this context we must note the gradual eradication 
and disappearance of some traditional trades, such as tailors, shoemakers, 
cabinet makers, locksmiths, a number of art crafts, and similar. Many 
services do not exist at all in our country or are very rare, for example, 
home delivery of milk and bakery goods, diaper laundering service, collec- 
tion and delivery of laundry to homes, and so forth. Prices of services, 
especially of certain types, are rapidly rising. 


In the broader context, mass transportation must be counted as one of the 
services. It is more and more becoming the focus of citizens’ complaints. 
Buses linking towns and those inside cities are too few, especially during 
rush hours, trains are usually late, most railroad cars and railroad sta- 
tions are quite inadequate from the hygienic point of view. Moreover, 
passenger trains have lately not been running according to schedule because 
freight trains are being given precedence. 





2.8. Inadequate management, bad-quality production and consumer difficul- 
ties have led to the creation of the so-called second economic cycle which, 
while it makes the life of many people more bearable, at the same times 
reduces our system almost to some kind of a present-day primitive society. 
Operating in this cycle are wheeler-dealers who manage to “fix” anything 
with the help of contacts in the right places, bribes and counter-services. 
The badly functioning services have been supplanted by moonlighters whose 
prices are mostly inordinately high. At the same time it must be admitted 
that without them work in the field of building construction, maintenance 
and repair would never be done. 


The second economic cycle also includes barter which is indulged in, among 
others, even by some salespersons in certain stores. They work according 
to the formula "Ycu give to me--I give to you." A butcher shop will save 
liver for salesgir's from textiles who already have the pantyhose ready. 

A grocery store will reciprocate with a package of cocoa. The tobacco 
kiosk salesperson will remember the above-named with a package of Spartas. 
MOTOTECHNA can get anything it wants for a rubber seal for a brake cylinder, 
Such barter exchange goes on even among enterprises, drivers, mechanics, 
wholesalers, and similar. 


The various services and counter-services exchanged by people often do not 
come out of “their own" resources but those belonging to society, out of 

the resources of an enterprise, and so forth. Sometimes some very expensive 
gifts are involved: The higher the functiouary, the more expensive the 
gift. In this way state assets are poured out in the form of extra income, 
impossible to control, acquired by citizer.s who think only of their own 
profit. The control organs are unable tc stem the tide of this illicit 
drain because they are unable to remove its causes. 


2.9. The consumers--but also even the workers handling consumer products 
and services--often find themselves in a complicated legal situation, 
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This ensues because in our society there are two kinds of law which func- 
tion side by side: Om the ome hand, there ar¢ the legal norms, specified 
by official laws and other legal regulations; om the other hand, there is 
the actual legal and moral usage which is often at sharp variance with 
those laws and regulations. Sometimes various infringements and misde- 
meanors are tolerated, at other times campaigns are waged against then. 
This causes legal insecurity which is often taken advantage of. Consumers, 
moonlighters, and even many trade union workers and entervrises must break 
certain rules if they want to have the work done. It is common practice to 
pay for certain products and services which cannot be obtained ip a regular 
way by tips called “attention grabbers" or “tuck-in money.” These are 
cases in which it is no longer a question of paying someone for being 
extra obliging or taking extra pains. Also, many salespersons and foremen 
in sales outlets and restaurants must bribe the wholesaler or delivery 
driver in order to get the products on time and in sufficient quantity. 

The system of corruption has even become part of inter-enterprise relations. 
It exists even in the health services, in the education system and within 
the administration bodies. 


2.10. Symptoms of a crisis within the Czechoslovak economy which have such 
a serious impact on the field of consumer production became very evident 
last winter. Frequent cuts of electric power, breakdowns in heating of 
entire communities, scarcity of coal even for retail consumers, serious im- 
pairment of the transportation system and in the delivery of products 
demonstrated something more than an inability to solve given problems under 
worsened climatic conditions; they disclosed some much deeper economic- 
political flaws, above all, incompetent management. 





2.11. Moreover, there exists a group of citizens for whom the worries of 
an ordinary consumer do not exist at all or almost at all. These privi- 
leged persons do their shopping in special stores which stock exclusive 
selection of products, provide delivery service, and where one may often 
pay by check, without even having to go there personally. These privileged 
know the concept of short-supply products only from the pages of newspapers 
or from hearsay. Their incomes, very much above the average, free these 
privileged consumers entirely of any worries suffered by the non-privileged 
consumer. 


Similarly, the network of Tuzex stores, as an institution reserved for con- 
sumers privileged to possess access to hard currency and for those who are 
willing to participate in the illicit wheeler-dealing with Tugex vouchers, 
is the expression of an unwarranted unfairness in the sector of consumer 
production, In a situation in which high-quality and fashionable products 
ar« in short supply if paid for in domestic currency, Tuzex is an insti- 
tution which spawns many quite undesirable and immoral phenomena, 


3.1. Prices and living expenses are on the rise in Czechoslovakia, Even 
STATISTICKA ROCENKA [Statistical Yearbook] for 1978 reflects these facts 
to a certain extent. According to it, price indices rose to 110.8 in 1977 
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compared to 1968. The greatest increase was in the price of potatoes (180), 
footwear and leather goods (123), household equipment (119.3) and utilities 
(126.2), cultural needs (127.3), building materials (130.2), restaurant 
catering (113.8), transportation and telecommunication (118.1), personal 
services (119.2) and maintenance of houses and apartments (129.2). Of the 
30 kinds of products and services monitored, the Yearbook recorded 4 drop 
only in the price of milk and milk products (99.9), eggs (91.0), fats 
(96.2), fuels (99.0) and factory catering (96.8). It must be borne in mind 
that the official price index is compiled on the basis of prices of the so- 
called representative--that is to say, monitored--products and services. 
Such statistics, however, do not reflect the so-called innovations, fashion 
surcharges, deterioration of quality, introduction of higher-priced pro- 
ducts of new types or under new names, reduction in size of products whose 
original price has been left, and other types of hidden price increases. 
Naturally, it cannot reflect the many types of bribes, money expended on 
travel and the cine invested by the consumer in his effort to get certain 
kinds of products. 


3.2. It is characteristic for official statistics that they do not show 

the real structure of the population, in terms of socio-professional groups, 
econoric sectors and, within these, the compositicn of the population in 
terms »f age, sex, type of family, education, income, etc. Such a differ- 
entiate! anc graphic depiction of the population structure would undoubtedly 
be instr:ctive for the evaluation of the cost of living, structure of con- 
sumption wu the standard of living within the individual groups. In such 

a graph, fo. example, the members of the broader ruling group who markedly 
differ by their income and scope of consumption from the rest of the popu- 
lation, would have to be evaluated separately. A closer look at the statis- 
tics relating to income, expenditures and individual savings--which by now 
have grown enormous--would also show the sharp-cut differences which exist 
in our society, despite the initial efforts at equalization. 





There is a group of citizens in Czechoslovakia who live in conditions of 
severe proverty. As the income statistics show, the social structure 
spectrum of the CSSR relating to poverty-stricken groups has a similar 
distribution as those which exist in the developed Western countries. 


The considerable difference, of course, between the situation of a consumer 
in our country and that in the West lies in the fact that the average income 
on which all the comparisons are based, will buy much fewer material goods 
in our country than it does in the Western countries. Scatistics available 
to the public here do not include certain data, such as the real value of 
wages or the comparison between the growth of wages and that of prices; 
a are routinely published in most countries, for example, in the 
FRG.“» 


4.1. Along with the rise in crisis-producing developments in the Czecho- 
slovak economy and entire society, there has been also a gradual curtail- 
ment of some basic gains in the so-called tertiary sphere and in the sector 











of social consumption. The overall standards in health care and education 
are deteriorating. For many citizens matters such as justified demand for 
a thorough medical examination, professional treatment, effective medica- 
tion, good health care or quality education and training tor children have 
become a cause of considerable worry and often even expenditure. Some 
practical arrangements of everyday life, such as factory catering, are 
being curtailed or eliminated and in many places replaced by allowances, 
intended to pay for the considerably more expensive catering in restaurants. 
Few people give serious thought to the everyday nutritional needs of 
workers, such as, for example, providing an opportunity to buy substantive 
snacks during morning hours for workers working on buiiding construction 
and those on road and street work, as well as those in factories and agri- 
cultural worksites. On the whole, not enough attention is being paid to 
sound diets. Inadequate number of kindergartens and nurseries is also the 
cause of many problems. Many services whose purpose is to make life easier 
for families with children, employed women and all those who want to devote 
more time to the development of their personality, are not provided in suf- 
ficient scope and quality and in many places they do not exist at all. 


4.2. A society which had nationalized the resources of its national wealth 
has had an opportunity--had it been provided with a democratic and skillful 
management of the economy--to strengthen much more extensively the sector 
of social consumption (health, education, mass transportation, etc.), with- 
out narrowing down and standardizing the consumption made possit’e by per- 
sonal incomes of citizens. This opportunity, however, has not been utilized 
at all or only to an extent. One of the causes has been the fact that 
nationalization of production did not mean its appropriation by society in 
terms of an efficient public control and management but insteed became a 
tool of absolute domination of the economy and all society by a single 
power center. This power deliberately gives preference to preponderantly 
private forms of life style. For example, it indirectly supports an auto- 
mobile boom while mass transportation malfunctions, promotes sales of in- 
dustrial equipment while providing few good-quality, inexpensive loaning 
facilities for such equipment, supports laundering and -ooking at home in- 
stead of providing well-functioning laundries and catering establishments, 
stores with pre-fabricated products, and so forth, Both the Life styles, 
the individualistic and the collectivistic, should be made equally available 
and a reasonable balance achieved between the two, 





4.3. Also the construction and maintenance of apartments, for a long time 
included in the sector of social consumption, is being shifted more and 
more onto the shoulders of individuals and families, be it in the form of 
cooperative self-help or as enforced individual construction projects. The 
housing problem in Czechoslovakia, especially in big cities, is growing 
enormous, There are too few building facilities to solve it, construction 
of utility outlets and equipment lags behind the construction of bare apart- 
ment units, and construction of engineering networks, heating facilities, 
etc., does not get completed on time. Young people and families who are 

on waiting lists for apartments belonging to cooperatives have to wait for 
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many years, especially in large cities. A self-help, cooperative construc- 
tion is one way of getting an apartment sooner. Of course, to work 1,000- 
2,000 hours per apartment while holding a full-time job represents a great 
physical and emotional burden which can even endanger the health of such 
people. Gradually, state construction has become available only to the 
privileged, or to people who are being pushed up for various reasons. 
Enterprise construction projects are advantageous on the whole but they 
tie the participating worker to the enterprise in an almost feudal manner. 
Individual construction projects are expensive and they wear out people 
physically and, more than anything, emotionally, because the hustle to get 
materials, delivery, tradesmen, etc., takes out a lot “in nerves," more 
than any other undertaking. "Turnkey" construction of family cottages is 
at the moment limited and very expensive. 





The housing problem exacerbates the moral crisis. Many young people post- 
pone starting a family, many young marriages break up as a result of cramped 
housing quarters or quarrels with parents and other relatives with whom the 
couple is forced to live. The act of acquiring a new or even older apart- 
ment is very often bound to corruption and discrimination, 


Instead of declaring the right of citizens to adequate housing to be one 

of the basic rights, instead of viewing the construction and maintenance of 
apartments and houses and their equipment with appliances and utilities as 
one of the economic priorities and modifying economic programs and plans 
accordingly, the management organs leave the solution of this vital question 
to citizens as individuals, according to the slogan "Catch as catch can" 

and thus exacerbate their justified dissatisfaction. The recent move to 
limit state and cooperative building construction projects has been a case 
in point. 


4.4, The inadequate medical and social care for senior citizens and the 
actual depreciation of old-age and invalid pensions as a result of growing 
inflation, represents a special chapter in the sector of social consumption. 
Undoubtedly unfair are the growing differences in the amounts of payments 
to old-age pensioners of various time periods and groups; the preferential 
treatment given to pensioners belonging to the power groups is absolutely 
unjustified. 


4.5. Living environment is also being neglected, Public hygiene is com- 
pletely unsuitable, physical conditions at worksites are often inferior, 
maintenance of cleanliness and esthetic appearance of villages and towns 

is bad, It is very evident that much greater funds and better professional 
care should be devoted to these purposes. 


4.6. Instead of improving and growing larger every year, the sector of 
social consumption, that is to say, the degree to which social needs are 
satisfied in medical care, education, social care, services, physical edu- 
cation, culture and information services, stagnates and deteriorates. For 
example, the import of medication supplies has been very much curtailed; 
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wages of some categories of workers in health care, social care, trade and 
some services are absolutely inadequate, technical equipment in some health 
care sectors is not being improved; construction of hospitals lags behind 

the needs of the patients, as does also construction of social care establish- 
ments, special children's homes, cultural clubs and cultural establishments, 
physical training facilities, Libraries, reading rooms, and so forth. 


On the cther hand, excessive funds are being expended on other, centrally 
promoted sectors such as, for example, modernization and expansion of the 
police apparatus, strengthening of the armed forces, construction of ex- 
cessively expensive government buildings, and so forth. 


Il. 


5.1. Problems stemming from inadequate satisfaction of consumer tnterests 
are inextricably related to the way in which the Czechoslovak economy and 
entire society is developing. They are an expression of more profound 
political, economic, moral and cultural problems. The centralist bureau- 
cratic and undemocratic economic system is the expression of the discrepancy 
between the social character of Labor and the dominant position of the 
power center. The present economy does not know the healthy rivalry among 
enterprises and producers, it does not piomote man's real interests nvr 
those of the various social groups within society. The centralist eco xomic 
system nurtures unhealthy ties between trade and production, causes chronic 
imbalance on the consumer market, its financial and monetary policy creates 
a relatively high demand which, however, is not matched by the available 
supply of merchandise, both overall and in terms of the desired structures. 
Retail trade merely distributes what has been rroduced, it is not able to 
actively influence production. Producers, not the needs of consume:s and 
customers, determine the type of products. The consumer market thus de- 
velops uninfluenced by consumers nor by any solid market research. 





The undemocratic decision-making and the completely unsatisfactory state 

of the economy with its growing disorders, incredible waste4 and incompe- 
tent management make people indifferent to work, society and often even to 
their own life prospects. Alienated labor is thus the counterpart of 
alienated interests; compensatory excessive consumption in the face of 
shorgages is part of it. At the same time as the malfunctioning consumer 
production ties man down with worries for his daily bread and with the in- 
cessant hustle of procuring his basic necessities, the excessive consumption 
represents an irrational chase after some ever more perfect and more fashion- 
able types of merchandise, after newer and newer symbols of plenty, and 
keeps man tied down to a senseless and exhausting merry-go-round. The 
present political regime supports an extensive privatization of life, an 
orientation to consumerism, in order to do away with the real interests of 
the population, above all creativity, criticism and interest in public 
a.‘airs. Thus, despite all the protestations to the contrary, the petit- 
bour,*ois characteristic--the stubborn determination to get as much money 
and as any advantages as possible for the satisfaction of one's own wants-- 
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under our conditions in one way or another cements such an individual to 
the present political system, makes him much more dependent on it and much 
less free than those who subordinate such needs to higher, nobler interests: 
Their own education, education of their children, a creative profession or 
hobby, independent participation in public affairs, help to their fellow 
citizens, and so forth. 


5.2. The bad situation of consumer production and of the entire economy 

is exacerbated by unfavorable development of Czechoslovak foreign trade. 
According to the statistical yearbooks the overall foreign trade deficit 
for the years 1970 to 1977 amo.nted to 1,531,000,000 Kes, of which 
654,000,000 Kes was the deficit with the socialist countries. The most 
difficult situation exists in the trade with developed capitalist countries, 
where the total deficit for the above period was Kcs 18,350,000,000. The 
situation was improved to an oxtegt by @ surplus with the developing coun- 
tries totaling Kcs 6,473,000,000,. The cverall situation, however, was 
worse than it appeared in the yearbooks because the data in statistical 
yearbooks were given in the "free-to-the border" Kces--which means in con- 
vertible crowns. At present a convertible crown ranges on the average 

from Kes 3,.50-4.00 at domestic prices. All this makes it evident that many 
economic problems could only be overcome at the price of incurring a grow- 
ing indebtedness abroad. We shall have to repay these debts in the years 
to come and the result will inevitably be stagnation or deterioration of 
our standard of living, especially within some social strata. 


Another factor which exacerbates the economic situation, and therefore also 
that of consumer production, is the energy crisis and the increase in 
prices of raw materials.© The impact of these factors is in turn strength- 
ened by the unfavorable structure of Czechoslovak foreign trade, especially 
by the enforced export of metallurgical products, and heavy machinery and 
equipment, the manufacture of which places heavy demands on the consumption 
of energy and materials. Coupled with this, there is the decrease of im- 
ports of consumer products and the increase of their exports. While form- 
erly the Czechoslovak economy obtained hard currency by export of high- 
quality engineering prodvcts, their present low quality (coupled with 
insufficient servicing ana shortage of spare parts) makes it necessary to 
resort to increased exports of the relatively good-quality consumer goods 
which are then missed on the domestic market. Accordingly, Czechoslovakia 
exports not only bicycles and good-quality textiles, but also its good- 
quality meat. Even highly valuable raw materials, such as coal and wood, 
are being exported. No information is available about our uranium exports. 
Thus, consumer products are the resource from which the state treasury 
draws additional assets for export and by so doing strips down the domestic 
market. Moreover, shortage of hard currency makes it impossible to supply 
domestic market with those types of foreign merchandise which our industry 
does not produce or which it produces in insufficient volume and quality. 


5.3. The ruling group has maneuvered itself intc a difficult situation. 
Its members realize the seriousness of it but are afraid to institute any 
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fundamental changes. They regard people as a factor with whose satisfac- 
tion or dissatisfaction they have to reckon only to an extent. And thus 
desperate appeals for greater work activity combine with sudden decisions 
which are not professionally thought-out and which in their essence are 
in complete contravention to proclaimed socialist principles. These are 
the various decisions concerning adjustments of wages, price increases, 
changes in working hours, and so forth, The undemocratic nature of such 
decision-making is possible because of the all-pervasive indifference of 
citizens, an attitude which cannot be explained solely as the result of 
fear. This indifference, often accompanied also by slipshod work, stems 
from the conviction that good work is futile, that it is daily brought to 
nought by incompetent management, incorrect cadre policy and undemocratic 
decision-making. Material stimuli mostly bring forth nothing more than 
formal loyalty, not greater work output; cheir pay-off is mostly hasty work 
of low quality and efficiency. 


5.4. As is evident, the galling situation of the consumer is rooted deeply 
in the very fundamentals of the present socioeconomic system, However, it 
would not be right if we dismissed all problems a priori as insolvable. 
Even at present, a number of minor problems can be solved bit by bit; it is 
up to each and everyone of us. As much as conditions permit, we must use 
every opportunity to express a principled stand against shortcomings: To 
reject corruption, to promote socially useful and professionally competent 
labor, to remonstrate against slipshod work and the various types of muddle 
within the range of competence and influence of each of us. 


5.5. Equally principled attitudes should be adopted and expressed also in 
the area of consumption. An organization of consumers which would take 
part in decision-making related to consumption, prices, distribution, sale, 
services and to an extent even to production, would be a great contribution 
to the protection of consumer interests, Such an organization would unite 
the hitherto fragmented consumers into a far from negligible force. It 
should operate consumer consultation centers, public product-testing rooms, 
facilities for consumer meetings and discussions, it could fight against 
price increases, overt and hidden, etc, 


The public must have its own independent institutions which would protect 
consumers and voice their opinions. The above-mentioned organization 
could be subsidized by contributions from the retail ‘rade turnover, from 
funds of industrial enterprises, trade union organizations, etc. It should 
also have its magazine which would publish reports on various types of 
merchandise and services, the results of quality tests, opinions of con- 
sumers, and also price lists, strtistical surveys of prices and wages, 
calculations of the consumer basket,’ international consumer information 
and comparisons, results of market research and various problems concerning 
shopping, such as behavior of salespeople and customers, etc, 


People should also have an input as to the scope, structure and quality of 
social consumption. They should participate in determining how much should 


39 








be spent for this or that purpose (health care, education, training, social 
care, culture, maintenance of living environment, etc.). These questions 
should be the subject of nationwide discussions. All the people should 
decide together to which extent should citizens Limit themselves in their 
private expenditures and how much of the national product they should spend 
on collective needs. The result would depend on their civic awareness and 
solidarity. 


5.6. As other areas of our life, the area of consumption suffers by the 
fact that citizens are not sufficiently informed. All the problems con- 
cerning consumption should be constantly and concurrently reported in pub- 
lished statistics and critical comments, in the press, radio and television, 
and this should not be done in the form of propaganda but as detailed and 
solid reports to citizens, individual organizations and institutions. The 
above problems should be discussed by the Federal Assembly and the National 
Councils regarding issues like differences in wages, development of pro- 
duction, etc. The regulation of needs and education toward adequate con- 
sumption should be paralleled by a cultivation in individuals and various 
groups, especially the young people, of orientation to proper values in life. 


5.7. Trade unions should play an important role in this. It is their duty 
to carefully follow the cost of living, the fluctuations of prices and wager. 
to publish their views on changes in the living standard among various 
social groups, for example, retired persons, families with children, etc. 
The trade unions should express opinions on the price increases, wage re- 
forms as well as changes in working hours and other vital questions. The 
Czechoslovak Revolutionary Trade Union Movement probably has no organs or 
institutions which could carry out a professional analysis of the living 
standards among various groups of workers, the uneven growth of wages, 
shortcomings in the satisfaction of various needs; it has no organs which 
could ascertain independently various shortcomings, publicize them and 
propose the necessary solutions, 


5.8. Even now citizens should take advantage of all available forms of 
criticism in the area of consumption, such as in the mass media, at meet- 
ings, in the trade unions, during debates with parliamentary deputies, etc. 
If the central management structures and those in regions and localities 
remain rigid and indifferent to lay and professional complaints as well as 
to generally known shortcomings, citizens themselves should make an effort 
to improve their living conditions and to satisfy their coupletely justi- 
fied needs. They are not just our conditions and our needs; the deterior- 
ating economic and social situation might mean an unfortunate legacy which 
we would bequeath to our children, 


5.9. As carried on to date, consumer production has made it evident that 
the management organs are unable to make a determination, based on the 
knowledge of realistic needs and on a clear concept, of such priorities 
which would provide a satisfactory guarantee of personal and social con- 
sumption. The incapability to determine such priorities is doubtlessly 








related to an unwillingness to make an independent and creative move towards 
designing a type of society which would correspond to our ecological, eco- 
nomic and socio-cultural possibilities and needs, and which would free the 
Czechoslovak society from its restrictive dependencies and unhealthy ties. 


One such priority is the solution of the housing problem, with a built-in 
guarantee of building materials, a parallel development of utiiities, 
appliances and engineering networks, support of smaller housing coopera- 
tives and small building enterprises, coupled with a consistent civic 
supervision of how the entire housing problem in all its sectors is being 
solved. 


5.10. As far as solution of the short-supply services and products is con- 
cerned, our society cannot do without a supplementary network of small 
enterprises, particularly repair stores, service stores, garden-produce 
outlets, small farms, restaurants and boarding houses managed by one person 
or one family unit, at their own cost and under appropriate taxation. For 
the establishment of such network of small enterprises it would be of course 
necessary to make certain important legal and economic provisions, to delin- 
eate their mission and their position, lest they promote the negative phe- 
nomenon of the present second economic cycle, This supplementary network 
could lead to a gradual elimination of that cycle, while fully legalizing 
the justified and needed production activities and various services. The 
main emphasis, however, should be on improving and extending services and 
supplies provided by the state and the cooperatives. 


5.11. The shortcomings and problems in the functioning of Czechoslovak 
production make it very evident that there is generally no clear concept 
as to what the living style and way of life should be.8 This style cer- 
tainly should be neither predominantly individualistic-consumerist nor 
predominantly homogeneous, Society should give its members the opportunity 
of choosing their life style and should be permissive of various experi- 
ments, be it a non-conformist, individualistically creative style or one 
pertaining to group interests, family-traditionalist ways or countrified 
living style. Its spirit of tolerance and dynamism, its support of a 
variety of living styles, should reflect deep interest in the development 
of man, of various social groups and their reasonable needs. 


Listed below are the responsible editors of this document to whom citizens 
may address their comments and discussion contributions: 


Dr Vladimir Kadlec, Krivoklat 121 

Jaroslav Suk, Celna Street, No 63, Prague 10 

Dr Libuse Silhanova, Jesenius Street, No 105, Prague 3 - Zizkov 
Engr Jakub Trojan, Melnicka Street, No 44, Neratovice 

Petr Uhl, Anglicka Street, Prague 2 
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FOOTNOTES 


l. Readers of the statistical yearbook might easily get the impression 
that the representative monitored types of merchandise do not exist 
at all. To illustrate, we are reproducing here a portion of a table 
published by the yearbook. 


1970 1977 
men's shirt (per piece), cotton, long sleeves 69.00 76.70 
poplin 98.00 96.40 

polyester 115.00 125.00 Kes 


Note, for example, that in 1964 the Prague fashion store "Dum Mody" was 
selling a “luxury novelty item"--a striped shirt--for 120 Kes, and today 
an ordinary poplin shirt costs on the average 160 Kes, while the so- 
called Luxury shirt may cost 320 Kces--again in "Dum Mody." The situa- 
tion is similar as far as many other "representative" types of merchan- 
dise are concerned, 


2. The brochure "Facts, Data and Numbers" which was available to visitors 
of an FRG exhibition held in Prague, published statistical data showing 
what a West German industrial worker could buy for his wages in 1958 
and in 1974. 











1958 1974 

Product (hourly wage: 2.31 DM) (hourly wage: 10.00 DM) 

DM hours min. DM hours min, 
Suit 149,00 64 30 218,00 21 48 
Lady's dress 26.80 11 36 93.40 9 24 
Shoes 27.10 Ii 44 50.60 5 03 
Gasoline (one Liter) 0.63 0 16 0.85 0 05 
Electricity (1 kWh) 0.18 0 05 0.26 0 02 
Bread (1 kg) 0.85 © 22 1,75 0 10 
Butter (1 kg) 6.93 3 00 7.96 0 48 
Beef 4.75 2 03 8.06 0 48 
Pork (1 kg) 5.73 2 29 9,79 0 59 
Potatoes (5 kg) 0.56 0 15 1.56 0 09 
Coffee (1 kg) 19,40 8 24 16.79 l 41 
Vodka (0.7 Liters) 12.26 5 18 9.60 0 58 
Beer (1 liter 1,25 0 32 1.45 0 08 


Knowing that the average wages of “persons working in industry" (quoting 
the statistical yearbook) were some 2,500 Kes in 1977, we know that their 
average hourly wages were 13.90 Kes. With the help of a simple calcula- 
tion we can compute a comparison of the real value of wages. Our worker 
“tl have to work on the average 2 hours 55 minutes to earn money for 1 
xg Of butter of lst category (40 Kes), while in the FRG a worker had to 
work for it only 48 minutes, 


42 








3. The following data are from a manuscript, prepared on the basis of 
data gathered from the catalogs of the Neckermann Co., Quelle Co., 
catalogs of large department stores and of the International Labor 
Office in Geneva; the authors made inquiries at diplomatic missions 
and interviewed selected persons abroad; they also personally visited 
department stores and shops in Czechoslovakia and in the GDR. 


International Comparison of Labor Costs of Appliances for Homes (in working 
time hours, roughly). Data pertain mostly to 1977: 





CSSR FRG Austria Holland France GDR 

Refrigerator 241 38 86 55 88 274 
(170 1) 
Refrigerator 419 47 77 70 151 - 
(250 1) 
Gas stove 154 35 63 91 60 87 
Automatic wash, 

mz.chine 477 43 68 57 137 383 
Electric iron 

(dry) 12 2 3 2 3 7 
Vacuum cleaner 62 18 15 - 20 36 
(500-600 W) 
Trans. Radio 100 7 12 8 18 91 
(no record player) 
Car 4,335 6,307 772 1,275 1,43%4 3,250 


4, See article by Professor V. Kadlec: "When Waste Amounts to Billions,” 
Prague 1979, Samizdat Publication; excerpt published in the Economic 
Revue 1979, Samizdat. 


5. Czechoslovak Foreign Trade Surplus/Deficit in 1970-1977 (according to 














Year Foreign Trade Socialist Developed Capital- Deve loping 
Total Countries ist Countries Countries 
1970 700 826 - 959 833 
1971 1,225 1,039 -1,052 1,238 
1972 1,676 1,568 - 809 917 
1973 - 473 571 -1,376 325 
1974 -2,761 - 799 -2,300 338 
1975 -4 ,066 -2,021 -3,244 1,200 
1976 -3,859 - 405 -4 461 1,007 
1977 -4 ,967 -1,433 -4,149 615 
Total -12,531 - 654 -18,350 6,473 


6. See study by Docent Engr R. Zukal published in the Economic Revue and 
in manuscript, 
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7. Under certain circumstances, the real development of the cost of living 
might be authoritatively shown by the so-called consumer basket. It is 
a depiction of a set of expenditures incurred by an average family (for 
example, a family consisting of four members, living in a city), listing 
all quarterly expenditures, starting with rent and including expendi- 
tures for clothing, food, services, cultural needs, recreation, etc. 
This list in which each item is precisely specified (that is, a 2-room 
apartment of second category, 38 kg of ordinary bread, 15 cinema tickets) 
does not change, and each quarter the price of each item as it exists 
at that time is inserted. The consumer basket method is not used in 
Czechoslovak published statistics, the data are published in profes- 
sional literature only. 


8. The theory concerning specific style and way of life had been rather 
well developed in Czechoslovakia where it was a traditional subject of 
social sciences since the time of the First Republic. However, the 
practical implementation of its findings and conclusions is at present 
completely inadequate. 


Announcement No 108 (Sentencing of V. Kimak and E. Fuchs) 


On 14 May 1979 the senate of the district court in Pribram, presided over 
by Dr Tvrznik, held the principal hearing in the criminal sroceedings 
against Vaclav Kimak and Dr Emil Fuchs, They were accused (see Announcement 
No 25 and Announcement No 103) of the criminal act of incitement, V. Kimak 
under the stipulations of Section 100, Paragraph 1, Letter A of the Penal 
Code, and Dr E, Fuchs under the stipulations of Section 100, Paragraph 2 

of the Penal Code, Kimak allegedly committed the criminal act in 1977 by 
copying on his typewriter some materials of Charter 77 and the Solzhenyitzin's 
book"Gulag Archipelago'’and distributing them to at least three persons; 

Dr Fuchs by having given him the said materials, The court found V, Kimak 
guilty as charged and imposed a prison sentence of 10 months, conditionally 
postponed for two years; Dr Fuchs was found not guilty. The sentence has 
not yet become valid, The hearing was held in an atmosphere which favorably 
differed from that of other such hearings. The public was not prevented 
from being present in the court. The Committee holds the view that the 
actions of the two defendants were in compliance with the Constitution and 
the laws, and that they should not have been prosecuted at all. 


17 May 1979 Committee for the Protection 
of the Unjustly Prosecuted 
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CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


RESPONSIBILITY OF TRADE UNIONS EMPHASIZED 
Bratislava PRAVDA in Slovak 28 Sep 79 pp 1, 2 
{Article by Frantisek Zdobina: "Responsibility of Trade Unions is Growing"™] 


[Text] The seventh session of the Central Council of Trade Unions which 
met Thursday had more guests than most of the preceding ones. The chairman 
of the kraj and okres trade union councils as well as a delegation of the 
Socialist Youth Union Central Committee headed by its chairman, M. Dockal, 
took part in it. The Central Council of Trade Unions discussed questions 
of general importance which are expected to influence the movement's work 
in the coming period. CPCZ CC presidium member and Central Council of 
Trade Unions’ chairman, K. Hoffmann, CPCZ CC Secretary J. Polednik, and 
ranking trade unionists took part in the session. 


After the introductory words by the Central Council of Trade Unions First 
Deputy Chairman L. Abraham and commemoration of the late General of the 
Army L. Svoboda, the Central Council of Trade Unions gave its attention 
primarily to tasks of basic organizations of the Revolutionary Trade Union 
Movement after the completion of the annual membership sessions and confer- 
ences. Central Council of Trade Unions Secretary F. Brabenec delivered an 
address on this topic. 


The session confirmed the progress in trade union work and the effort to 
counterbalance the production deficit of the beginning of this year. Simul- 
taneously, the address criticized cases where trade union organs and func- 
tionaries discuss economic problems in vague terms and idly debate the 
necessity to develop initiative and competition. "We cannot be satisfied 
with just any kind of fulfillment of the plan," F. Brabenec further empha- 
sized. "It is desirable to increase the trade unions’ effort to maintain 
the rates established by the plan and to fulfill specific tasks within the 
structure needed, thus creating the conditions for fulfillment of the tasks 
in related branches; to ensure needs of the domestic as well as of export 
market and to fulfill the austerity measures for consumption of all types 
of energy, raw materials and other materials." Furthermore, comrade F. 
Brabenec pointed out that the trade union organs cannot liberally identify 
with blueprints of plans for the coming year which do not fulfill the 
directive stipulated by government. 
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The Central Council of Trade Unions Secretary J. Vesela submitted the 
Central Council of Trade Unions’ report on experience and future tasks of 
the trade union organizations in work with young people. “Intensification 
of the trade unions’ influence with the young generation,” she said, “re- 
quires considerable effort, however, the Revolutionary Trade Union Move- 
ment's activity is not always on the desirable level in this respect. We 
see many deficiencies and problems. The unified and comprehensive educa- 
tional appeal to youth is replaced in many localities by merely organiza- 
tional measures and various emergency actions. While appealing to the 
young generation--mainly to young workers--it is necessary to start with 
the premise that they have grown up in the socialisc system; however, 
they received information on the preceding class struggle only from text 
books and from accounts given by older comrades." She spoke further on 
how to develop the movement of sponsors, and reserves of brigades of so- 
cialist labor; about the necessity of giving increased attention to young 
people on the waiting lists for apartments, in granting them vouchers for 
recreation, etc. Deficiencies in trade school facilities were severely 
criticized. 


CPCZ CC secretary J. Polednik spoke in the discussion. He emphasized that 
the political and social tasks of the trade unions are being extraordin- 
arily limelighted at the present time just when the external as well as 
internal conditions are posing totally new demands on our entire national 
economy. Comrade J. Polednik stressed that we rely on the trade union's 
strength knowing that they will increasingly direct their capabilities 
and efforts toward consistent fulfillment of the present tasks of the 
national economy in the interest of working people. Later, comrade 
Polednik praised highly the initiative of the brigades of socialist labor. 
it is necessary to orient the force which they represent in the right 
direction. Not only acceptance of obligations but especially their ful- 
fillment must come to the fore. Furthermore, Comrade Polednik took up 
the cases of lack of discipline, loafing, and che tasks which are facing 
the trade unions in removing these abuses, ircluding expressions of 
egalitarianism in salaries. 


Following a comprehensive discussion, the Central Council of Trade Unions 
adopted its resolution. It is partly formed by the plan of operation of 
the trade unions for the coming year. It orients the trade unions toward 
intensification of their task in realization of the political and social 
program adopted by the 15th congress of the CPCZ. It emphasizes the 
necessity to project high social responsibility for the results of polit- 
ical and economic endeavor into the entire activity of the Revolutionary 
Trade Union Movement. According to the plan of operations, the trade 
unionists will increasingly deal with preblems of the production effective- 
ness and quality of all types of work, and they will develop the initiative 
which bears in its coat-of-arms the following motto: "The enterprise, the 
plant, every worksite will fulfill this year's plan on time, in good qual- 
ity and economically." Another task of the trade union organizations and 
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organs will be in influencing a decrease in production expenditures, which 
should decline by an additional 0.3 percent, thus making possible the state- 
wide fulfillment of the Trade Unionists’ Billion Saved. 


At the end, the session CPCZ CC presidium member and the Central Council of 
Trade Unions chairman, K. Hoffmann made an appearance. He expressed his 


opinion of several urgent tasks of our days and the trade union's share in 
their fulfillment. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


POSSIBLE COMMUNIST, SOCIAL DEMOCRAT COMPROMISES DISCUSSED 
West German Commentary 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE in German 4 Aug 79 p 4 


[Report by “hach” from Berlin, 2 Aug 79: “Communist Alliance With Social 
Democrats? GDR Economist: Practical Policy Lives on Compromises.” A 
translation of the East Berlin HORIZONT article by von Berg cited below 
follows this report.) 


[Text] In the latest edition of the foreign policy weekly of the GDR, 
HORIZONT, the possibility of “alliances” between Communists and Social 
Democrats is discussed in detail. The article entitled "A View of the 
Relationship between the EEC and Social Democracy” was written by 

von Berg, an economist at the Humboidt University in East Berlin. Sup- 
posedly he has close ties to GDR Minister President Stoph. In the past 
Berge played an active role in almost all inter-Gemnan agreements and as 
a mediator in the area of German relations. Early last year there was 
talk that he was in the custody of the state security service of the GDR. 
At the time and did not appear again until 18 February 1978, when he met 
the Polish leader in Poland together with SED leader Honecker. Even 
this April Berg, who has often stayed in the FRG, received a prohibition 
to travel. There are rumors that he had to refuse an invitation to visit 
Hanover for a scientific lecture. 


In July 1978 Berg had published theses in FORUM, the publication of the 
central council of the FDJ, entitled "Reform of Reformiem?" which are 

now repeated word for word in HORIZONT. Berg writes that it is well 
known that there are "theoretical-ideological and political contradictions” 
between Communists and social Democrats, but that practical politics 
lives “on compromises." This means for the Ccamunist parties in relation 
to the Socialists "a dialectic treatment of political cooperation and 

a critique of principles.” In this process opposing world views could 
not be “seen as an insurmountable obstacle in the struggle for important 
progressive social changes, in which all formations of the working classes 
are interested." This included the struggle for peace, military detente, 
disarmament, social progress, and the solution of worldwide concerns such 
as the fight against hunger and disease in the developing countries or the 
preservation of the natural environment in industrial centers. 
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To communists, continues Berg, it had always | important “to achieve 
detente with the broadest unity of action." a “series of progressive 
steps in political cooperation” with the parties of the Socialist 
International had been accomplished. Nevertheless there still remained 
“difficult programmatic, tactical, and political obstacles, which stood 

in the way of more thorough cooperatia.” In view of the continuing 

mass unemployment and constant inflation in Western countries “possibilities 
for antimonopolistic alliances” increased. Berg says at the end of his 
article that there is naturally “no agreement about a total concept” 
between Communists and Socialists. But in “problems of the parts" there 
could always be found “points of contact for a dialog, and agreement 
could be achieved." 


Foreign Policy Weekly Article 


East Berlin HORIZONT in German Vol 12 No 32, 1979 signed to press 30 Jul 79 
pp 8-9 


[| ‘Problems and Analyses’ feature article by Prof Dr Hermann von Berg, 
identified in preceding FRANKFURTER ALLGEMEINE article as economist at 
East Berlin Humboldt University: “A Consideration of the Relationship 
Between the European Community and Social Democracy") 


|Text|! For several years interesting processes in the base and super- 
structure have been going on in the Western European region of capitalism 
and its nucleus, the EEC, the results of which are now becoming visible. 
Political, econamic, and social problems are getting new, supranational 
accents that interweave themselves with and complement other kinds of 
state monopoly regulation, e.g., through the World Bank, GATT, and the 
“world economic summit" of the leading capitalist industrial centers. 
This leads to new phenomena of accommodation even for reformism. 


The era of an economy limited by national boundaries is coming closer and 
closer to an end in the state monopoly capitalism of our time. No basic 
economic problem can presently be solved without careful consideration of 
the international situation. Increasingly multinational and international 
monopolies are penetrating not only regional but even worldwide relations 
of production and exchange; and domestic and foreign markets are growing 
into one another more and more based on the growing international division 
of labor. The EEC countries conduct two-thirds of their exports and 
imports among themselves. They are the biggest trading power of the 
imperialistic world. The internationalization of the base has reached 
proportions that result in the EEC in the creation of an increasingly 
completing regional production, market, and soney mechanism to which 

is added a corresponding superstructure wh.-+ the Socialist International 
plays a growing role. 


In the so-called European Parliament, in the council of ministers and 
the lower organs of the EEC mechaniem, it is represented by its Western 
European branch organization, the “league of Social Democrat parties 
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in the EEC." Analogous to the forward push of the EEC monopolies and th<z 
corresponding policy of association of the Community with its compromise 
with 57 developing countries in the African, Caribbean and Pacific region 
concerning an intensification and extension of the Lome Agreement, 

the ST is noticeably more active politically and organizationally in 
Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Since the Geneva conference of 1976 it has 
grown beyond its traditional sphere of influence limited to Europe. But 
it is also gaining influence in Western Europe over regional processes 
such as the future formation of legislative activity of the “European 
Parliament," and the pending expansion of the EEC to 12 member countries, 
which should have considerable effect on international politics. 


In the worldwide struggle between the systems the SI's importance is 
growing, especially through its attitude on disarmament and tiie formation 
of a new, international economic order demanded by the developing 
countries to overcome their unequa! position in the world economy of 
capita ism, which is to be the topic of a special full session UN meeting 
in 1980. The foreign debt of capitalist developing countries is annually 
almost 20 billion dollars and is about 20 percent of their total money 
reserves. This is much more than imperialist annual development aid. 
These asymmetric balances of payments jeopardize the capitalist systen, 
which is why this condition has to be reformed. 


There does this greater role of the SI stem from? Not only from the needs 
of imperialism for accommodation, but also from political-tactical and 
theoretical-conceptual factors. It was and still is the clear goal of the 
SI to offer its reformist political and social concept to supranational 
monopoly capital as the most suitable means for the consolidation and 
expansion of its hegemony. 


We want to point out especially one aspect thac until now has not been 
sufficiently considered: In personal union the representatives of the SI 

are often important members of the EEC as parliamentarians, government 
leaders, ministers or commissioners, and that gives them growing 

importance inside the imperialist centers and with the outside. They are 

not only representatives of a political current but also representatives of 

a supranational, economically and financially important imperialist 

center. This interweaving on more and more levels of politics and 

economics is not fully understandable without a short look at the development 
of the SI and the EEC. 


Differences Among the Parties 


On 30 June 1951 the SI was newly constituted in Frankfurt (Main). The 
chairman of the SPD at the time, Kurt Schumacher, led the founding congress. 
Erich Ollenhauer, who followed him, became president of the organization 

in 1963, Willy Brandt in 1976. Among his deputies are Kreisky, Mitterand, 
Wilson, Soares, den Uyl, Palme. The secretary general is the Swede Carlson. 
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The SI has now 42 member parties; they have almost 10 million members. 

In Geneva at the 13th and in Vancouver at the 14th congress, which took 
place November 1978, new members from Asia, Latin America, the United 
States and Africa were added. After the election results of the 1970's 
these parties were supported by 70 to 75 million people. There are essential 
differences in the positions of certain parties, e.g. in their attitude to 
communists and in the national leadership councils there are considerable 
differences of opinion. Im the last few years the positions of those 
politicians who have understood that the course of detente stems from a 
realistic understanding of the international situation have been 
strengthened. While leading parties of the SI identify themselves 
untiringly with NATA and the EEC, strong forces of the French, Danish, 

and British Socialists refuse an unconditional subordination to the 
Atlantic military organization or a supranational EEC. Nevertheless it 

is a fact that BATO can find support in the approval of its politics by 
the important parties of the SI. 


Processes of Integration Demanded 


The decisive debates about specifically Western European problems take 
place, according to the statutes of the SI, in the councils of the Western 
European branch organization, the "League." It includes the Social 
Democrat and Socialist parties of the EEC and of Portugal and Spain who 
want to become members. These parties represent an important consolidation 
in the supranationally organized party landscape of the EEC. There are 

50 million voters behind the 3 million members. The main goal of the 
"league of the Social Democrat parties in the EEC" is to work out common 
positions on the important political, economic, and social problems of 

the Community. It was founded in April 1974 after the expansion of the 
six to include Great Britain, Ireland, and Denmark. Its precursor was a 
contact bureau that kept contacts between the Socialist fraction and the 
Social Democrat parties in the EEC for coal and steel, whose founding 
contract has been valid since 1952, preceding those of the econmic and 
nuclear community, which started their activities in 1958. Tue re- 
presentatives of the SI have clearly furthered from the start the econamic 
and political processes of integration in Western Europe, which is 
especially beneficial for the monopolies. 


The SI has had a common action program since 1962 for its parties in the 
EEC. Besides the reduction of the domestic deficit in democracy a transfer 
of its ideas on foreign defense and cultural politics to the "European 
Community" is demanded. In 1973 "Theses for a Social Europe" were 
accepted at a congress in Bonn. At that time the breakdown of the SI 

into a Latin-European version, based on a Marxist-reformist tradition and 

a central and north European version in which Palme, Brandt, and Kreisky 
are the leading representatives of the imaginary third way, became apparent 
again. At this congress the French and Italian Socialists opposed the SPD 
concept of codetermination as insufficient; they want "self-determination" 
for the working class. 


OL 





The political-ideological concept of the SI is presently being newly 

worked out on the basis of such differences. At the next congress, taking 
piace in Madrid in 1980, a new program of principles is to be accepted, 

which is to correspond to the changed conditions in the centers of capitalism 
and in the developing countries. The bureau of the SI wants to meet in 
Lisbon at the end of the year to make prepatations for the pending congress. 


Internationally Active 


At the same time the next meeting of the bureau will concern itself with 
the expansion of the influence of the SI in the region of the Pacific. 

In December 1977 a meeting of the SI took place for the first time in 
Asia, in Tokyo. A regional secretariat has existed there since March 1979, 
which had a precursor since 1975 in Canberra. A regional conference is 
being prepared by the member parties from Australia, Japan, Malaysia, 

New Zealand, and South Korea with the theme “Detente and Cooperation." 
In Latin America the activities of the SI were started in 1976 with a 
conference in Caracas, which resulted among other things in a contact 
committee. In May 1978 the SI met for the first time on the African 
continent in Dakar. In between and since there was a series of Asian, 
African, and Latin American missions on various topics. With all these 
efforts the SI has strengthened its influence in the developing countries 
and in general got an influence that should not be underestimated. 


In the dialog with the African developing countries that are especially 
important for the EEC it is in the SI's favor that leading African 
politicians such as Senghor, vice president of the SI, Kaunda or 

J. Nyerere, who are pushing for a formation of a confederation of 
African Socialist parties, consider the representatives of the SI in 
comparison with the representatives of bourgeois-conservative parties of 
the EEC as politically-ideologically more acceptable partners. 


When one looks at the problems of the SI and those of the leading party, 
the SPD, more closely, it becomes more understandable why there is the 
desire to expand the action radius and the export market of businesses, 
especially in the direction of the developing countries. The expansion 
of political activities of the SI is directly connected with the reduction 
of the action radius of the state monopoly system in Europe since 1945 
and the institutional movement of the EEC in the form of associations 
with the countries of the Mediterranean, the Arab League, Africa, the 
Caribbean, and the Pacific. Capitalism in order to be able to exist 
has to break the national framework more and more and operate worldwide 
for its conditions of commercialization. Even the regional integration 
of Western Europe is becomin, too narrow. Today energy and raw material 
supplies and demographic problems can only be solved over great areas. 
For the most part monopolies are -orced to stay within a friendly 
"penetration" of foreign markets, since a military approach has become 
too risky for imperialism in view of the power relations. 


National forms of monopolies need the help of the nation state. Inter- 
national forms of businesses increasingly need the help of a supranational 











State. By means of the Western European integration finance capital 
created at first a common market for coal and steel, later an adequate 
field of influence and passable institutions for all other economic 
goods. Thus the regional and worldwide work of the finance oligarchy 
was facilitated: presently more than 100 countries have diplomatic 
representation with the EEC commission. Strong influences on the super- 
structure of the capitalist system go out from this regional basis. Thus 
even the political parties and unions have been placed internationally 
into a new coordinated system. The changes in the SI reflect these 
developments. Their importance as part of the system of the EEC super- 
structure becomes greater to the extent that the EEC is pushing ahead 
politically in the competition with the United States and Japan. The law 
of unequal political-economic development manifests itself also in the 
validity of the course of these processes. 


SI and Disarmament 


The SI is trying more actively to exercise more influence than before 

on the main political question of the present, the struggle for detente and 
disarmament for the preservation of world peace. Its reaction in this 
question will become mcre important in view of the real possibilities 

of SALT III negotiations in which Western European nuclear arms partners 

of the United States should also participate. 


At the end of April the SI had a conference in Helsinki which concerned 
itself with the problem of disarmament. A representative from the United 
States and one from the USSR were invited as guests. Leonhard, America's 
vice ambassador to the United Nations, criticized the very smail 
contribution of the SI and especially the SPD in the search for ways for 
disarmament in Europe. The Soviet side was represented by Boris Ponomarev, 
candidate of the Politbureau of the CPSU Central Committee. This is 

a new event in the history of relations between Communists and Socialists, 
a first working contact in a basic question whose positive solution is 
decisive for the future of humanity. Boris Ponomarev pointed out that the 
Struggle against militarism is one of the most important traditions of the 
international workers’ movement. Today Communists and Socialists have an 
influence that allows them together to do very much for the preservation 
of peace. The representative of the CPSU Central Committee remarked that 
Communists and Social Democrats have formulated positions that are very 
close to each other in questions of disarmament. 


It is well known that there is theoretical-ideological and political 
opposition between Communists and Social Democrats. There can be no 
compromise in the confrontation of world views, because truth is 
indivisible. But practical politics lives on compromises and it might 
be for this reason also that Lenin characterized it as a science and 

an art. For the communist parties this means in relation to the 
Socialists a dialectic treatment of political cooperation and critique 
of principles. In this process opposing world views could not be seen 
as an insurmountable obstacle in the struggle for important progressive 

















changes in society, in which all formations of the working classes are 
interested. This includes the struggle for peace, military detente and 
disarmament, social progress and the solution of worldwide concerns such 
as the struggle against hunger and disease in the developing countries 
or the preservation of the natural environment in industrial centers. 

To communists it has always been especially important to carry on the 
process of detente with the broadest unity of action. Thus a series of 
progressive steps in the political cooperation with the parties of the 
SI has been achieved. Nevertheless there still are difficult, programmatic, 
tactical and political obstacles which stand in the way of increasing 
cooperation. Many of them are historically based, because the history 
of the labor movement took its course always in a difficult struggle 
between revolutionary ideology and opportunism. 


The ideas of reformism represent today in the labor movement of the 
capitalistic industrial countries a mass current. In the 1950's and 

1960's the Social Democrat parties, under the effects of objective 
conditions, especially the clear change of international power relations in 
favor of peace and progress, took up a number of political and economic 
demands of the workers and contributed to their realization. Thus they 
were able to get a certain trust with which their voters transferred an 
amount of responsibility inside and outside the government--which they 

do not always live up to as various parliamentary elections show. 


"Reform of Reformism" 


Presently the objective conditions have changed for the upswing of 
reformism. Continuing mass unemployment and constant inflation let 
capitalism's lack of perspective stand out clearly. These objective 
changes cause subjective changes in the reformistic concept, which 

is not at all homogeneous anyway. Thus the possibilities increase 

for anti-monopolistic alliances. At the same time striving for a 

"reform of reformism" can be observed. It is propelled by political 
forces that prefer the traditional reformism, whose goal was anticapitalistic 
and which is found in part in the FRG in the FDP's Freiburg program, 

to the reformist neocapitalism of Social Democracy. In the SI there is 
apparently programmatically and politically-tactically a strong "left" 
current of traditional reformism, which clearly differs from the 
programmatic ideal of the SPD. The SPD declared in 1951 in its foundation 
manifesto that it wanted "to overcome the capitalist system by means 

of an economic order in which the interest of the community was above the 
interest in profit." It is interesting in this connection that the 
resolution of the Geneva conference of the SI speaks of the "obvious 
failure of international capitalism," a statement, by the way, with 

which Helmut Schmidt does not agree at all. 


Dialog Possible 


If one takes empirical facts as a criterion for verbal theses then one 
can say definitely about the programmatic part of this declaration that 
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until now no party of the SI has put up a government that has overcome the 
capitalist system. In Sweden, the state that is commonly praised as a 
"model" of this kind, Social Democracy was noted out after 30 years of 
government and does not differ essentially from the state monopoly systems 
of its neighbors. 


Moreover it is a fact that in many countries of Western Europe and especially 


in those where the governments have been Social Democrat for many 
years or where the Social Democrats had and still have important 
functions, there has been a certain movement to the right. This strengthens 
many Social Democrats in their doubts about the effectiveness of Social 
Democrat tactics and politics. 


Naturally tnere is no unity between Communists and Socialists in the 
total concept. But in questions concerning the various parts there are 
always points of contact for a dialog; agreement can be achieved. 


In the document that was accepted by the Berlin conference of Communist 
and labor parties of Europe in June 1976 “for peace, security, cooperation, 
and social progress in Europe: the communist position is clearly 
characterized in contrast to the reformistic labor movement: communists 
do not want any politics or world view that means to them "a subordination 
in essence of the working class to the capitalist system." At the same 
time the party leadership emphasize their readiness to the equal 
cooperation “especially with Socialist and Social Democrat parties in 

the struggle for peace, democracy, and the progress of society." 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


NEW STANDARDS OF NOURISHMENT FOR ARMED FORCES MEMBERS EXAMINED 


East Berlin ZEITSCHRIFT FUER MILITAERMEDIZIN in German Yol 20 No 4, Aug 79 
pp 155-157 


[Article by Col D. Drecoll, MD: "The New Nourishment Standards of the Na- 
tional People’s Army and GDR Border Troops From & Standpoint of Nutritional 
Hygiene" ] 


[Text] Summary. In terms of nutritional physiology, 
optimal values for the basic standards of nourishment 

for the troops of the National People's Army and the GDR 
Border Troops are explained and derived from recommenda- 
tions for the daily intake of energy and nutrients by the 
people of the GDR, from energy requirements in military 
service and from the actual consumption of food, as es- 
tablished in the nutrition test. Suggestions are offered 
for prescribing the supplement when medically indicated 
and for explaining nutrition among those who cook for 
themselves. 


The far-reaching radical changes in military affairs have also brought about 
altered conditions for the work of the medical service; these changes are 
reflected, among other things, in the increased demands for guaranteeing 

the health of all units in the NVA and GDR Border Troops. Many partial 

tasks require solution in order to be able to fulfill the tasks under these 
conditions. This applies first to the general combat training of members of 
the army and border soldiers. Guaranteeing this includes even better adjust- 
ment of nourishment to military requirements, serving a diet which in terms 
of nutritional physiology is varied, healthy and well-balanced, accomplished 
by precise meal planning and preparation, actively influencing via the medical 
service, the implementation of requirements that have to do with nutritional 
physiology, and, together withthe food service, implementing measures to 
educate and provide information about nutrition. 
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Metabolism and energy exchange, from the biological view, represent the 
basic characteristics of life. All substances introduced with food forn, 

in their totality, the material basis for the physiological process concern- 
ing the building and maintenance of the organism. 


In order to establish scientific management of nutrition, investigations 
on balancing in nutrition have proven to be indispensable. > This requires: 


l. Ordering the suggestions and arguments, presenting them in a clear 
manner and establishing an interrelationship, by means of which, according 
to theoretical considerations, experimental studies and proven experiences, 
the consumption of energy and nutrients is ascertained which is as adequate 
as possible (nutritional target or requirements); 


2. Investigating as precisely as possible effective food consumption 
(actual nutrition) in order to determine the actual consumption of energy 
and nutrients on an annual average; and 





3. Based on the date thus obtained, establishing and evaluating the 
differences by contrasting optimal and effective consumtpion, and finally, 
developing dietary suggestions which are oriented toward nutritional hygiene 
and involve adequate quantities for consumption (nutritional balancing). 


The most recent data on energy requirements were published in 1973 by WHO;16 
these data are based on an average healthy person between 20 and 39 years 

of age, weighing 65 kg in a thermally neutral microclimate, with 8 hours of 
sleep, 8 hours of work, 4-6 hours of light leisure activity and 2-4 hours of 
active recreation and deomestic activity. The results for varying categories 
of work (on the job) are as follows; 


light work 2,700 kcal/day 
medium-heavy work 3,000 kcal/day 
heavy work 3,500 kcal/day 
extremely heavy work 4,000 kcal/day 


(Note: Conversion to SI: 1 kcal = 4,184 kJ [kilojoule)) 


Modern standards of requirements, with consideration of all essential com- 
ponents, were proposed and justified in the GDR by the Institute for 

Nutrition of the Academy of Sciences’ in 1962. Since then, these have been 
under continuous further development. The data published in 1976 by permission 
of the minister for health? are based on a male between 18 and 35 years of 

age, 173 cm tall and with an optimal weight of 68.8 kg; persons with optimal 
weight have statistically the greatest life expectancy. Deviations of +10 
percent, to account for manifold variability and fluctuation which is typical 
in the biological sphere, are designated as "normal"; thus “normal weight" 
becomes the actual scale for evaluating body weight. 
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The recommendations reproduced in Table 1 for 18 to 35-year-old males are 
based on the relative energy requirement per kg of optimal weight in 24 
hours and the work category. 


Table 1. Energy Requirements in Terms of Degree of Work Exertion 





Degree of Work Exertion Relative energy Average value 
requirements per of the daily energy 
kg of optimal requirement 
weight in 24 hours 

kcal MJ [megajoule] kcal kJ 

light 40 167 2,700 11.3 

medium-heavy 44 184 3,000 12.6 

heavy 53 222 3,600 A3es 

very heavy 62 259 4,200 17.6 


With increasing age--primarily as a result of the decreasing basal metabolism 
rate--there is also a 6-percent decrease in the energy requirements for 

35 to 50-year-old males and a 14-percent decrease for 50 to 65-year-old males 
as contrasted to the 18 to 35-year age group. In the civilian sector we 
rarely see energy requirements which go beyond those demanded in extremely 
heavy work; that occurs only in the vigorous daily training of athletes. 3,11 
However, in 1961 Jakovlev® referred to the inadmissibility of comparing the 
nourishment of athletes with that of heavy physical work because in sports 
the metabolic processes are more intensive. 


Individuals engaged primarily in mental activities must be included in the 
light-physical-work group. To date, it has not been possible to demonstrate 
a clearcut increase in energy consumption by the human organism during the 
thinking process; mental stress with an acute effect no doubt triggers a 
strong mobilization of nutrients, but these are not consumed. | 


WHO cites 0.4-0.6 g of very nutritious milk-egg-protein per kg of body weight 
to meet protein requirements. In the recommendations for the GDR, the basis 
was taken to be a 70-percent average value of protein consumed plus considera- 
tion of national eating habits, in which higher protein intake is customary. 
Any increase in the requirements because of more strenuous work is based 

on the active mass--which, on the average, is greater in heavy laborers-- 

and thus on the higher requirements for their maintenance and training. 


The fat supply can fluctuate within broad limits; an adequate supply of 
polyunsaturated fattyacids (6-8 g linoleic acid/day) is important. In 
recent times the recommeded allowance for adults is generally a fat-energy- 
percentage of between 30 and 35 percent; in this connection the heaviest 
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kind of work requires a relatively high proportion of fat in the food to 
keep the volume of food from becoming too great. Table 2 contains a sum- 
mary of the recommendations for nutrient supply in the male population of 
the GDR. 


Table 2. Recommendations for the Daily Supply of Nutrients for Adult 
Males Depending on the Severity of the Work and Age (excerpt) 


Degree of Age in Protein Fac Carbohydrate 
Work Exertion years g energy- eg energy- g energy-percent 
percent percent 


Light 18-35 4,200 + 200 etc. 
35-50 
50-65 
Medium-heavy 18-35 
35-50 
50-65 
Heavy 18-35 
35-50 
50-65 
Very heavy 18-35 
35-50 
50-65 


The minimal requirement for carbohydrates amounts to about 100 g (glucose 
requirements for the brain). The recommended daily allowances were es- 
tablished empirically on the basis of national eating habits; 45-60 per- 
cent carbohydrate-energy serves as a general standard. 


The recommended amounts of minerals (in the GDR, 800 mg Ca, 1,200 mg P and 
10 g Fe daily for male adults) are actual values from studies of balancing 
and from biochemical experiments; our level of knowledge about the overall 
picture of minerals considered essential today and their reciprocal effects 
is inadequate; likewise, we frequently do not have data about their content 
in different foodstuf‘s. 


The daily requiremen: for Vitamin A is given as 800 mg retinol equivalents 
for the GDR. But this does not allow for the average 20-percent loss 
during preparation. 


The requirements tor vitamins B) and Bj are based on energy consumption 
because of their involvement in the enzymatic decarboxylating processes 

and the enzyme effect in energy metabolism, respectively; the figures quoted 
are: 0.5 mg thiamin/1,000 kcal and 0.6 mg riboflavin/1,000 kcal, each. 

The respective, 25- and 20-percent losses of these vitamins during prepara- 
tion must also be taken into consideration. 
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Some 10 mg of ascorbic acid per day are sufficient to avoid clinical symp- 
toms of scurvy and or for its therapy; 30 mg/day are needed to replace the 
amounts metabolized and 45 mg/day to maintain the body reserve. The recon- 
mendations for the GDR are also based on the 45-mg value; in the case of 
heavy physical work an increased allowance of 55 mg is called for, and with 
very heavy work one of 65 mg/day must be given consideration. At 45 per- 
cent, the average losses are very high for Vitamin C (as high as 60 percent 
in the absence of raw food and fresh truit and vegetables). 


Recommendations for the daily supply of nicotinic acid/nicotinamide (Vita- 
min PP, niacin) are no longer given in GDR nutrition practice because the 
normal diet contains sufficient niacin and tryptophane (1-1.4 percent of 
protein cons sts of tryptophane, of which 60 mg is converted into 1 mg of 
niacin). 


Especially after World War II, the physical strain of soldiers in various 
armies was studied and the required energy expenditure was compiled in tab- 
les. One successful compilation is available in Jaenichen.’ The use of 
such figures is often made difficult because of the different datum level 
and the varying designations of activities. The partial inconsistency in 
the data is striking. The annual average daily energy consumption is more 
decisive for observing nutritional hygiene than the interpretation of energy 
consumption in individual activities. In the armies of the socialist 
countries, 3,800-4,000 kcal are quoted fairly uniformly for the nourishment 
of a member of the ground forces. Investigations in the armies of imperialist 
countries, India and Pakistan also result in statements on the same order. 
It must be kept in mind that in the practice of troop nourishment, the aver- 
age requirement is exceeded by 10-15 percent larger rations, in order to 
satisfy individual variations!4 and to take into account losses during food 
preparation.2 


The 3,600-3,800 kcal per day and person,®,/,15 which are calculated according 
to daily routine plins for the NVA and the GDR Border Troops, justify the 
basic standard of 4,0uvu-4,200 kcal, taking into account a 10-percent increase 
for food losses and other things. 


In summary, this serves to establish that military service, at least combat 
training, is to be equated with the heaviest physical work. From the point 
of view of energy production, the upper Limit of continuous operation capa- 
bility of 3,800-4,300 kcal is thus achieved, 10,12,13 


In 1976-1977, a nutrition test was carried out in the NVA and the GDR 

Border Troops in which effective food consumption in the basic standards 
was increased substantially for all participants in troop nourishment of the 
troop test units. For this purpose, the portions served each day in terms 
of the “food demands” on the kitchens were recorded in a log in every test 
unit following prescribed foodstuff nomenclature; these were added up for 
the month and divided by the number of portions served in the month. Such 














studies were done in all four seasons in the same troop units. From an 
earlier nutrition test there was proof that the average daily quantities of 
individual foods consumed, which had been recorded in this way, agree very 
well with those determined by precise weighing of portions for individual 
members of the army and border soldiers. The energy and nutrient content of 
these foods was calculated by EDV [electronic data processing]. In addition 
to the quantities of food which were served, garbage and leftovers were 
also taken into account. The annual average of energy supplied to the 
recipients of Basic Standard 110 and the nutrients are reproduced in Table 
3. 


Table 3. Daily Energy and Nutrient Intake on an Annual Average Compared to 
Optimal Values Based on Nutritional Physiclogy (Basic Standard 110) 


Basic Energy and Basic 
Standard nutrient con- Standard 
110 (1976 tent in the 110 (1978) 
daily ration 
in the four 
seasons 
Energy kcal 4,200 ¢ 200 3,757-4,042 (3920) 4,000 
Protein g 
Energy-percent 
Fats x 
Energy-percent 
Carbohydrates g 
Energy-percent 
Calcium mg 
Phosphorous mg 
Iron my, 
Vitamin A IE [inter- 
national unit] 
mR 
Vitamin By) my, 
Vitamin 8B? mg 
Vitamin PP mg 
Vitamin C mg 


On an annual average, the recipients of Basic Standard 120 consumed 4,070 
kcal daily, recipients of Basic Standard 130 received 4,120 kcal per day, 
and those receiving basic standards 140 and 150 were given 4,630 kcal per 
day. 
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Studies done at the same time on the body weight of members of the arny 

and border soldiers showed that, on the average, body weight matches 
optimal weight. Onthe basis of the table from the Central Institute for 
Nutrition of the GDR Academy of Sciences,9 80 percent were evaluated as 
having normal weight, \ percent as being underweight and 15 percent as 
overweight. By comparison, the body weight of the recipients of basic 
standards 140 and 150 was, on the average, 6 percent above the optimal 
weight (thus in the upper range of normal weight); 60 percent of them had 
normal weight, 5 percent were underveight and 35 percent overweight. In 
the course of the l-year period of the investigation, the degree of being 
overweight continued to increase in this group (a body weight increase 

of more than 2 kg in about 20 percent of this group in contrast to losses 
of more than 2 kg in only 8 percent). This reflects an energy intake 

that is too high in comparison tothe requirements, because a further increase 
in the muscle mass in these people--who are on the average somevhat older-~- 
is relatively unlikely, although this was not investigated. 


The results of the nutrition test, as an expression of the average eating 
habits and thus of the actual intake of nutrients, and the broadened base 

of our knowledge in the area of nutritional hygiene occasiom * a revision 

in «he optimal values of basic standards in terms of nutriti i | physio- 

logy (compare Table 3). In the process, the energy content of the daily 
ration was standardized at 4,000 kcal, the relative fat con «= was increased 
to 35 energy-percent, and the vitamin content was fixed to: (‘ch recommenda- 
tions for civilians. 


In implementing the regulation on nourishment, it is a matter of controlling 
observance of these optimal values by ongoing and periodic controls of the 
energy and nutrient content of troop nourishment according to the meal 

plans and adjusting the nutrition tothe respective requirements of combat 
training by active involvement in meal planning. Based on the situation as 
determined at the time of the nutrition test, a situation which also re- 
flects the eating habits of the entire population of the GDR, the proportion 
of visible and invisible fats must not be increased further; particular 
attention gust be devoted to supplying vitamins B, and B2, with considera- 
tion of losses during preparation; and the calory content for recipients 

of standards 140 and 140 must be lowered. In this way the medical service 
can exercise a marked influence on educating our members of the army and 
border soldiers about nutrition. The material consumption standards con- 
tained in the sourishment regulation are helpful as a practical working 
guide; this suggests varieties and quantities of food which are put to- 
gether according to the optima. values in terms of nutritional physiology 
and economic capabilities. Food tables should be used as an aid in figuring 
meal plans, the kind available in the Handbook for Medical Aids,!8 or in 

the Handbook for Military Medicine!’ (these tables, as food tables generally, 
need to be revised in order to be able to calculate the energy content in 
joules and the Vitamin A content in mg retinol equivalents). Information 
about nutrition must be continued in an especially effective manner for 











those members of the army and border soldiers who do not partake of troop 
nourishment or who do so only at one gain meal. In their eating habits 
they were very much like the members of the comparable group in the general 
GDR population, with a tendency toward overeating. Since it is primarily 
a question of professional noncommissioned officers, ensigns (Faehnriche] 
and officers, their energy and thus their nutrient requirements, too, are 
for the most part below the basic standards because of their age and the 
characteristics of their activity. Thus, based on the recommendations of 
the Central Institute for Nutrition of the GDR Academy of Sciences, an 
energy content of about 3,000 kcal with the appropriate nutrient content 
should be promoted for thea. 


in conclusion, several suggestions for Supplement 230 as a medical indi- 
cation. For people under inpatient treatment in the medical facilities of 
the NVA and the GDR Border Troops, the supplement should not have the pri- 
mary purpose of increasing the energy supply. The requirements of bed 
patients (except for bwrn victims)in the fewest wumber of cases exceed 2,400- 
2,/00 kcal. The supplement should be used in the framework of its finan- 
cia) standard in order to make possible low-fat, high-protein and high- 
vitamin nourishment. In the case of ordering Supplement 230 for members 
of the army and border soldiers who are extremely heavy or greatly under- 
weight, one can be properly guided by their normal weight. Thus, it can 
also be given out for relatively small underweight members of the army and 
border soldiers; on the other hand, a soldier who is very tall and al- 
ready overweight should not be helped to become even more overweight. It 
is thus within the responsibility of the military doctor to see to it that 
the prescribed supplement is of a size and value appropriate to the spe- 


cific purpose. 
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GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 


STUDENTS’ PRODUCTION-RELATED WORK COMPETITION EXTOLLED 
Bonn INFORMATIONEN in German No 13, Aug 79 pp 11-13 


/Backgound report by FRG Ministry for Inner-German Relations: “Work 
Competition of GDR Students as a "Means of Communist Education To Work'/ 


[Text] Student work competitions which have been taking place in 

~ the GDR for years with the objective of preparing these 
juveniles for their working life are to be intensified. 
The periodical POLYTECHNISCHE BILDUNG UND ERZ1EHUNG /Poly- 
technical Education and Training/ has emphasized the great 
value of polytechnical education which includes work train- 
ing for the communist education of school-age youths. 
Dieter Marscheider and Bernd Rothe, members of the research 
center of the GDR Academy of Pedagogical Sciences in Halle 
Neustadt deal in their articie specifically with the educa- 
tional value of socialist competitions for the students’ 
subsequent productive life. The authors base their con- 
clusions essentially on their own studies conducted in 
several ,large enterprises in the Halle Bezirk. 


Under the heading “Work competitions--means to communist work training" the 
authors examine in their article first the basic value of socialist competition 
and conclude that the great success achi ‘ed by the GDR working class and 
people is primarily due to the result of the omnilateral productive initiative 
of workers in socialist competitiqns. They find that, in addition to their 
economic function, competitions constitute an important means for developing 
the socialist personality. 


On the basis of these conclusions the two authors postulate: 

-~~Socialist competitions represent an objective prerequisite for building a 
socialist and communist society; 

--They are firmly and permanently anchored in the life of socialist society 
and must be viewed as an integral part of the socialist life style; 

-~Socialist competitions are by nature deeply humanitarian. 


From these postulates the authors infer that work competitions during work 
training serve the purpose of preparing students for productive life in an 





advanced socialist society conceding at the same time that student competitions 
cannot encompass all the dimensions of worker competitions. 


Student work competitions become highly educational when they are included in 
the curriculum and take place under conditions closely resembling actual pro- 
duction conditions. Work competitions have proven successful when organized 
on the basis of principles including comparability of work results, reproduc- 
tiveness of peak performances, public evaluation, the assumption of accountable 
inlJividual and public pledges and material and moral incentives. Therefore, 
work competitions are an important communist training method for productive 
work fostering especially the development of the following personality traits 
important in productive life: 

--high productivity, 

--high work initiative, 

-~~high work discipline and order, and 

--dedication to collective work. 


In discussing the criteria which effective work competition in productive 
labour must meet, the opinion has prevailed that they must be oriented espe- 
cially towards evaluating the work results achieved as part of the work pro- 
cess. Fulfilling the production plan with respect to quantity and quality 
must, therefore, constitute the focal point of work competitions by students 
in productive labor. Other criteria related to the work process which have 
proven helpful and should be taken into account are, for example: 

--the rational use of working time, 

--economy in the use of materials, reduction of waste and overtime work, 
--attentive use of tools, machines, etc., 

--productive cooperation in innovative activity, 

--abiding by and improving the organization of work, 

--abiding by the stipulations of worker and health protection. 


In this connection the authors expressly oppose using censures in production 
work competitions. In the words of Marscheider-Rothe: "We believe that cen- 
sures cannot be part of production work competitions because they infringe 
against the basic idea of production work competition, namely, that they are 
competitions." 


Essentially, students must learn that work competitions are the legitimate 
business of children and youth organizations and enterprises should organize 
them always in close cooperation with youth organizations. A study of the 
question of competitions to several large enterprises revealed that it is 
useful to transform classes into work brigades which are then charged with 
the performance of productive work tasks. A brigade leader, accountable to 
the Pioneer or FDJ leadership, is appointed for each work brigade te insure 
compliance with work discipline and the orderly performance of work. 


Competition obligations 


According to the authors the assumption of real, specific and achievable 
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competition pledges by work collectives or their individual members is a most 
important prerequisite of the educational effectiveness of work competitions. 
In addition, in accord with pedagogical principles, students must set their 
pledges themselves. Marscheider-Rothe found that there was room for improve- 
ment in this respect. While competition programs existed as a rule in all 
fields, collective or individual competition pledges were by no means observed 
everywhere. 


These competition pledges should be made to mark a certain important societal 
anniversary to bring home to the students that the work they performed was to 
glority and honor socialism. 


it is important to avoid assuming a variety of obligations; they should be 
limited to those which genuinely profit the enterprise, the collective and the 
individual. 


Special attention should be paid to the following pledging criteria: 
--Improving work quality, 

--Raising productivity; 

-~Improving the work method; 

--Assuming voluntarily additional obligations when plant conditions require it. 


Evaluation of Competition Results 


fhe experience from the enterprises under study led the authors to conclude 
that evaluation of work competitions must not be limited to the evaluation of 
output but used as an occasion for a collective discussion of the work accom- 
plished, for suggesting additional improvements but also for critical and 
selt-critical analysis of shortcomings and objectionable behavior. 


In conclusion the authors advance recommendations for evaluating work compe- 
titions on the basis of their experiences gained in the enterprises under 
study: 

--Material and moral encouragement for achieving outstanding results in 
competitions is an expression of the value society places on the work of 
students and a very important tool in communist education because it brings 
home to students that their work is appreciated. The best among them then 
icquire the habit of always achieving good results and the others try to keep 
ip with the best and are motivated to greater efforts with both factors con- 
tributing to personality development. 
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HUNGARY 


DIFFERENCE IN RECEPTION OF STRAUSS, SCHMIDT NOTED 
Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German No 37, 10 Sep 79 p 27 
/Article by Jurgen Leinemann: “It IS Burned Out Like Fireworks"/ 


/Text7 In Budapest they were both at the helm. Chancellor of the Republic 
Helmut Schmidt who, on Wednesday last week, took over the helm of the steamship 
"Hunyadi™ and guided it to the capital. Five weeks earlier it was Bavaria's 
Minister President Franz Josef Strauss who performed on the bridge of "Petofi," 
the veteran of steamship navigation on the Danube. Of course, the Bavarian 
steered in the opposite direction. 


The external pictures resembled each other in other ways as well. It appeared 
as if there were only slight differences between the visits of the two German 
election candidates to Hungary. 


On German TV cameras, a cool chancellor called for peace and detente from the 
front deck. On the aft deck a sweating Strauss stressed that “we mean yes 


when we say yes” to detente and peace. His blue shirt was like a map marked 
with perspiration. 


Hungary's party chief, Janos Kadar, chatted lightly with Helmut Schmidt about 
the joys of chess--Schmidt: "I hear that you are a great chess player.” 
Kadar joked with Strauss about the passion for hunting--Kadar: "I was told 
that you are a great hunter.” 


And where, in early August, on a stroll through Buda and Pest, Franz Josef 
Strauss distributed autographs to Germans from Eisenach, 5 weeks later the 
sounds: “Hallo, Helmut, greetings from Weimar" rang out. 


Gipsy Violinist Gyorgy Lakates ftiddied Hungarian dances by Brahms in the ears 
of both Schmidt and Strauss, the same proud racers of the police scurried on 
BMW motorcycles ahead of the columns of German cars, the same Hungarian secu- 
rity forces sneaked around the guests. In the same ballroom of the Hotel 
Duna where Helmut Schmidt hosted the Hungarians on Wednesday, the Magyars 
were also invited to a meal by Franz Josef Strauss. 








Small wonder that the gipsy version of the "Third Man,” which was played as a 
farewell to the chancellor by the dulcimer player in the Budapest-Hilton had 
the etfect of a mischievous allusion: the Bavarian was always around. 


The chancellor did protest to the question of whether he felt, so to speak, 
like a kind of rearguard of Strauss: "I am not following his trail." On the 
contrary, Helmut Schmidt quoted the assessment of the party organ NEPSZABADSAC, 
whose foreign correspondent Janos Hajdu wrote that in the final analysis the 
gentlemen of the FRG opposition owe their ability to get visas for “Eastern 
travel” to the efforts toward detente exerted by the Brandt and Schmidt re- 
gimes. 


But in reality (according to an official) the chancellor asked his staff to 
submit to him underlined whatever press reference there was to Strauss. He 
missed no opportunity to sharpen himself at the expense of the visitor who pre- 
ceded him and who is his potential successor in office. 


Schmidt explained twice to Kadar what he though of the Ostpolitik of his CSU 
adversary in particular and of Strauss in general. His aphorism used in 
Hungary: “Pacta sunt servanda” is not in Latin by chance, scoffed the chan- 
cellor. Because it was already valid in antiquity that contracts must be kept. 
In this he could not perceive any essence of some specially targeted Ostpolitik. 


Next day Schmidt continued: "Do not be misled about Strauss," he cautioned his 
hosts. And then continued surprisingly: “A Nazi he is not." Although Kadar 
did not think so, evidently Schmidt wanted to be absolutely sure: “Strauss 

is a conservative, not a Nazi.” 


With this lecture Helmut Schmidt has certainly left the appeasement route, as 
he attempted to persuade the journalists: namely that the visit of Strauss on 
the Danube “is getting much more attention in the FRG than in Hungary itself.” 


It is obvious that the invasion of Budapest by the self-confessed cold warrior 
from the Isar along with a 254-man strong Bavarian retinue has been noticed. 
But few noticeable things seemed to remain-<except a certain helplessness as 
was formulated by the vice president of the Hungarian National Bank, Janos 
Fekete, a negotiator esteemed by both Germans: "Strauss is developing. But do 
i know into what?" 


Indeed the visit of the Bavarian was rather a sort of striking guest perfor- 
mance, staged and presented by members of the state circus in Munich. Or, as 
expressed by the German ambassador to Budapest, Johannes Balser: "It burned 
out like fireworks. Then it was over.” 


This is related to the fact that Franz Josef Strauss prefers to create his own 
realities rather than acknowledge facts. The Bavarian, who can always appear 
as a devil of a fellow mostly because he maintains that all hel! is lose around 
him, lived by the Danube in a world of spectacular half-truths created by him- 
self. 








On observing both visitors to Hungary one had the feeling of traveling in the 
same location but in a different world 5 weeks later. With Helmut Schmidt one 
met with a --certainly red-white-green colored--socialism and the chancellor 
made it clear: “It makes no sense to deny difference in political convictions 
and social systems when one wants to solve practical problems which are de- 
rived from there differences." 


However, Franz Josef Strauss found: “It makes no sense to appear here as a 
superior ideological expert.” He consistently ignored the realities of the 
everyday life of a people's republic. Under other circumstances he paints 
them dark in addition to tending to link them with the “coercive state” con- 
cept. 


Of course, the circumstances counteracted this impression. With all respect 

to the “great, stately significance: (Stoiber, general secretary of the CSU) 
which the visit of Strauss to Hungary undoubtedly had, the state visit of the 
chancellor was indeed a bit greater and more stately. And the socialist 
character of Hungary was naturally more apparent under the resounding Muscovite 
parade-steps of the parading Hungarian People’s Army than with the village 
dances performed for the Bavarian by the National Ballet. 


The content of the discussions between the chancellor and Kadar were, after 
all, also of necessity more concrete, where details of the CSCE, MBFR and SALT 
were discussed, than the variations by the verbose Bavarian on the theme: 
“Peace does not come by itself" (Strauss). 


The artful Hungarians only served to underline the difference in the picture. 
Anyone who would transport Franz Josef Strauss through gold and stucco, pink 
marble and red carpets into the ancient, gorgeous parliament for a talk, but 
takes Helmut Schmidt into his own office in the building of the Central 
Committee through a door above which a 46-volume blue linen-bound Marx-Engels 
edition is exhibited, knows just what he is doing. 


fhe small difference between chancellor and candidate was also discovered by 
the Hungarian ambassador to Bonn, Peter Kovari: “Strauss had no idea about the 
political realities of Hungary, that was clear"--he observed while accompany- 
ing the Bavarian guest. “He has seen it now and he will probably give it some 
thought"=--he expressed his hope on board the chancellor's ship. 


Thus it remains questionable whether Strauss could or would do anything with 
the pictures delivered to him by Helmut Schmidt last week: The laying of 
wreaths in the Gersao military cemetery and on the Jewish memorial in Budapest, 
for instance. Such th'ngs would never have fit the csardas and Tokaj wine 


ambiance of his visit tc Hungary 5 weeks earlier. And probably not otherwise 
either. 


Because what Franz Josef Strauss usually says about these topics, he swallows 
nowadays, not only in Hungary. After all, he is going through his stony period. 
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POLAND 


CURRENT POLITICAL, IDEOLOGICAL TASKS OF MEDIA DESCRIBED 
Warsaw PRASA POLSKA in Polish No 8, Aug 79 pp 1-4 


[Article by Kazimierz Rokoszewski, Director, PZPR Central Committee Press, 
Radio, and Television Department ] 


[Excerpts] The 15th Plenum of the Central Committee of our Party adopted 
a resolution on convening the Eighth PZPR Congress during the first quarter 
of the coming year. It is common knowledge that the Eighth Congress, 
including its preparations, will be conducted under a motto, which in its 
working form states: “Toward further blossoming of socialist Poland and 

a continuing development of the Polish nation.” The leading thought of 
the social policy for the 1980's which we will develop at the congress 
will be the concern for Polish family affairs and the molding of its 
socialist model and formulation of still fuller conditions for its all- 
around development. We know from experience that the months preceding the 
congress are always a time of activating the pace of political life and 
ideological work. During the congress we shall compile a balance sheet 

of our experiences and accomplishments for the past 5 and 10 year periods, 
and we shall outline the direction of the further socio-economic develop- 
ment of the country. 


Thus, the subject and pace of our ideological work during the next six 
months will be determined by our preparations for the Party congress. 

We are counting on the fact that the journalistic media, as always, will 
be engaged and will take active part in the effort of the entire ideo- 
logical front, giving numerous proofs of its close ties with the Party. 
I would be expressing our common opinion when I state that we consider 
journalistic work as serving those most durable values of socialism and 
is an aid in the development and strengthening of its real form in our 
country. Since I am so convinced I would like to share with you some 
reflections on the most important tasks in ideological work which we shall 
realize together, equally through the mass media. 


We hear statements: One cannot deny an accomplished fact, but in everyday 
life and work we encounter many vexations, shortcomings and even disturbances 








or defects. The most disturbing are various periodic supply shortages. 

We have a modern, in fact one of the most modern in Europe, industry with 
tremendous potential possibilities, but the results are often far from 
expectations, in the opinion of the community. The implementation of 

our socio-economic plans is burdened by objective conditions which are the 
cause of many problems. 


There are also subjective causes--we should concentr te our attention on 
these and make then a subject of our political and ideological activity, 
such as bad work; breakdown in work discipline; wasteful management of 
resources, materials, energy, or human isbor; bad organization of work, 
often manifested by a search for various suiterfuges which result in apparent 
fulfillment of tasks, while plan directives are actually ignored; a provin- 
cial inability to think in the categories of the best interests of Poland; 
and sometimes favoritism and pursuit of private interests. All the above 
reduce the effectiveness of the economy and reduce the possibility of 
ttaining better results. There is no stronger confirmation than the 
difficulties which we meet every day of the truth which emerged from the 
seventh Party Congress: that only a higher quality of labor will promote 

a faster increase in the quality of our standard of living. 


These negative phenomena are often the subject of sharp criticism by society 
at various meetings, in friendly conversations among acquaintances, and 

in waiting lines, stores, and various other situations. There is a lot 

of truth in such criticism. This is not the result of anti-socialist 

or anti-party feelings; rather, it is often an expression of civic con- 
cern. The fact remains that it is far too often directed against some 
nameless “them,” who are often identified with the authorities, and far 

too seldom serves as a personal reflection on one's own work or one's own 
recponsibilities as a citizen. In this criticism one sometimes does not 
differentiate between the subjective causes of shortcomings and difficulties 
which are influenced by objective conditions and which are much harder to 
overcome, One tends to see fragments of various aspects and one does not 
notice some very important connections which occur among then. 


The task of the ideological front--the mass media has major tasks in this 
area--is to transform this dissatisfaction with daily irritants and worries, 
which are at times capable of creating social tensions, into socially 
productive activity and a motivation to fight for higher quality of labor 
and thus for liquidation of those phenomena which are foreign to socialist 
morality. This task is all the more important because our enemies at 
home and abroad are trying to capitalize on those difficulties, 


We must convince society that the only right road to reach the social goals 


which are consistent with national objectives and aspirations is the road 
charted by the program of our Party, @ program for building a developed 
woctalist society. It is based on the scientific precepts of Marxism 
Loninism and on the objective rules of socialist construction, which were 


verified both here and in the other socialist countries. 











fhe socic-economic plan for 1979 had to be implemented under very diffi- 
cult clireumstances. The harsh winter caused serious damages and distur- 
bances in transportation, as well as considerable losses in industrial and 
agricultural production. Floods destroyed part of the crop and burdened 
the national economy with further expenditures. The drought which continues 
since May has already caused irreparable damages to cultivation of oil- 
producing planis and is threatening grains and root crops. in this situa- 
tion, since the beginning of the year, we had to face the necessity to 
make up shortcomings in implementing our monthly plans in industry. To 
this day we are suffering the consequences of this state of affairs. 

In order to guarantee that we make up the resulting shortcomings we must 
make certain that the industrial productivity growth rate is not at the 
4.9 percent level--as set forth in the National Socio-Economic Plan-~ 

but at least at the 7.5 percent level. 


Both making up of shortcomings in industry and full implementation of 
accepted programs of activity and of assistance to agriculture demand a 
tremendous mobilization of work forces, individual farmers, and all organs 
of the administration. This is a task for Party echelons, eclements of 

the state and economic administration, and the entire ideological front, 
including the mass media. 


There are three problems which should be of particular attention to the 
economic administration and to media editors: transportation, energy, 
and thrifty management of resources and materials. 


All activities in the realm of the economy should be subordinated to imple- 
mentation of the reallocation of resources and assets (which we have been 
carrying out since the Fifth Central Committee Plenum) to priority tasks, 
specifically those which lead towards an ever improving economical and 
fiscal balance of the country. We must exert every effort to convince 
society that any further progress in economic development and the solu- 
tion of social problems are directly dependent on the results of our 

labor, that we have to depend on our own efforts, and that we must increase 
productivity and obtain a more effective economy. This is possible to 
attain; what is more, it is absolutely necessary, This is the only way 
leading to our goal of further development of the nation and an increase 

in the national standard of living. 


Our striving towards an ever improving fiscal and economic balance demands, 
on one hand, that we assure that the needs of the internal market are met 
and, on the other hand, that we create the conditions for cont inuous 
development of cooperation with foreign countries. The ever deepening 

gap between supply and demand and between individual incomes and market 
deliveries, which deepened particularly strongly during the first quarter 

of the current year, comprises an acutely painful problem. This is the 
prism through which the people evaluate the effectiveness of the functioning 
of our entire national economy or, in other words, the effectiveness of 

the functioning of our socialist system. The currency has to be backed 














with goods on the market; if not, we will find ourselves in an inflationary 
spiral and then, while we look on or, rather, despite us, prices vould 

get higher and mechanisms which are alien to socialism and which would 
create social discontent would develop. 


Despite progress achieved towards balancing our accounts with foreign 
countries, we still have a considerable debit in our foreign trade balance. 
This Limits our field of action, both in terms of continuing the develop- 
ment of our economic potential and in terms of exploitation of our current 
productive capability. Therefore, further development of production for 
export and the effectiveness of our foreign trade have to be treated as 
one of the important goals for attaining further progress in the level of 
our standard of living. 


The press, radio, and television accept this challenge with a great degree 
of commitment. Of particular value are those critical approaches to 
issues whereby a journalist attempts to locate the causes of difficulties 
or awkwardness and shows the way toward the solution of a concrete probles. 


On the other hanc, signs of mental fatigue are appearing in some journa- 
lists, simce their journalistic activity in the economic sphere--management 
and organization of labor--shows considerably lesser results than one 
might expect. It is true that the effectiveness of journalistic solutions 
varies. Ome has to return to certain matters and problems, deepen his 
understanding of them, and illuminate them further. But a large number 
of journalists simplify matters, assume the role of an advisor, and decide 
all problems like an oracle--problems which, on further examination, prove 
to be more complex. Sometimes these problems are systemic in nature. To 
destroy old systems without first testing new ones can be done only by 
those whe are ignorant of the subject matter. We have to perfect known 
systems and, above all, to abide by them scrupulously, since deviations 
are a major cause of some negative aspects which occur in our life. 


The political strategy and line of our Party have indicated, in all stages 
of socialist evolution, that they are guided by the thought of unifying 
all Poles for the further development of the People's Fatherland and the 
well-being of its citizens. This, to our Party, has always been the most 
important, the overriding, and the deciding factor. This leading thought 
indicates our tomorrow. 


The mass media, acting within the limits set by socio-economic realities, 
should go on fulfilling to an ever improving degree their dual role: 
providing a line of communications from the top down, and from the bottom 
up. The creation of an authentic atmosphere of dialogue between the 
authorities and the people ie treated by us as one of the gost important 
missions of socialist journaliem, This requires that various difficul- 
ties, irritants, and problems which frustrate our lives every day be 
tackled in a way which is critical and responsive to the needs of society. 
However, a critical tone must not mean despair, and must not be based on 














a deepening conviction that the difficult problems at hand are insoluble. 
Of course, such criticism is the eastest of all. Everyone who in reality 
has very little to say to his listeners or readers can undertake such 
criticiem. The crux of the matter is that in tackling difficult problems 
one should inspire a search for a solution. This is a task for authentic 
journaliem, characterized by deer co-responsibility for the realization 
of the Party program and the development of the nation. 


It is the mission of the mass media to support all aspects of the Party's 
efforts, which aim at the further dynamic socio-economic development of 

the nation on a scale set forth by national aspirations. Such development 
is accomplished not with our being bystanders, but with our active parti- 


cipation. Consistency and perseverance are needed to implement this pro- 
gram. 
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NEW SHCONDARY SCHOOL FOR AVIATION STUDIES--The Secondary Sc! 
tion Studies (Liceum Lotaicze) in Zielona Gora, created in August 


LiA9T9/, has beeun the 1979-00 school year. This school is the second 
‘ ul . 
of its type im the country (the ..ser is in Deblin). The new 


nstitution aireacdy Nas an expansive dormitory dbulicing ip which, durise 
first term, manual training also wiJi be conducted. The building is 
work of soldiers of a Silesian Military District unit who are also build 
mt the remainder of the school's facilities. The Secondary School for 
Aviation Studies is under the auspices of Air Force Headquarters and the 
Hiaher Air Officers School in Deblin. [Excerpt/ [Warsaw SKRZYDLATA POLSKA 
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